.074242
5
3
R25

ea
a. ie ed
cash: Se by

pe

“

-~

Se
,

bd

»

4

‘
*--*

a

»

7
3?

“+

e

—
ea
ey

*

ae

x

*

o)

‘@

se
.

2”
&

-

‘

a

or.

¥

Ve

Ss
x

.

4

3

;

ee; a

&

<

‘

«

>
Fal

;

a
a

4

»

a ko

THE ‘CITY,CHARTER,
a
$s ~~

+

AND’ THM, |= eo See

a

_maveunat,cenibares,
a

at ie onaaRtaaT10x OF THE
s

.

:

i HTP a | UGat ofie

geMi]f

ee

THE ORDINANCES.
»

Deeded

by

the

City Councils, ic
et

"

AND

THE

.

.

ote
x

«@ % 4 4:

8

fs
oF: de

&

Ps.

es

a

Ba

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR, 1874.
+,

.

~~

¥*
ie
at

3

:

;.

¢
dy

a

a.

7

Se

2

Z

xy a

+
+

z

*

“ig

‘4

Py

«
or

?

¢

hy
se?

a

.

S

KEENE:

‘SENTINEL PRINTING

COMPANY,

°
“BOOK

1875.

AND

*

2

NEW HAMPSHIRE
“STATE LIBRARY |

JOB

PRINTERS.

oR

CITY

Aeae

CHARTER,
AND

INAUGURAL
fey

THE

CEREMONIES

GOVERNMENT
OF

THE

KEENE;

ORDINANCES

CITY

COUNCILS,
AND

ANNUAL

THE

REPORTS

FOR

1874.

KEENE:
SENTINEL PRINTING COMPANY, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS.
1875.

CITY

OF

KEENE.

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four.

A JOINT

RESOLUTION

ordering

the printing of the Annual Re-

ports, &e.
Resolved by the Ciiy Councils of the City of Keene, as follows: That
there be printed as soon as may be, for general circulation, under
the supervision of the Joint Standing Committee on Printing, a sufiicient number of copies in pamphlet form of the proceedings attend-

ing the inauguration of the City Government in May last, together
with such Ordinances and Joint Resolutions that have been since
passed as may be thought proper, with the Reports of the Finance
Committee, the City Marshal, City Solicitor, Superintendent of
Woodland Cemetery, the Board of Health, City Clerk, City Messenger, Superintendent of Water Works, Superintendent. of Streets,
Engineers of Fire Department, the City Charter and any other matters thought expedient: and that the same be paid for out of any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
HENRY H. DARLING,

President Common
APPROVED,

Dec.

Council.

24, 1874.

HORATIO

COLONY,
Mayor.

BAN
TO

ESTABLISH

AWD
THE

CITY

OF KEENE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court Convened:
Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Keene in the
county of Cheshire shall continue to be a body corporate and
politic, under the name of the city of Keene.
Section 2. ‘The said city of Keene hereby is divided into
five wards, which shall be constituted as follows, namely:
Ward No. 1 shall include all that part of the town of Keene
now included within the following limits, viz: bounded northerly by a line drawn easterly from Central square, through the
centre of Roxbury street and the centre of the highway leading by the dwelling-houses of Miles T. Buckminister and

John W. Nye, to Roxbury; easterly by the town lines between said Keene, Marlboro’ and Swanzey; and westerly by
a line drawn southerly from said Central square through the
centre of Main street and the road leading to Swanzey Factory
Village.
Ward No. 2 shall include all that part of said Keene included within the following limits, viz: bounded northerly by the
town lines between said Keene and Gilsum; easterly by the
town lines between said Keene, Sullivan and Roxbury;

southerly by the northern limit above described of Ward No. 1;
and Westerly by a line intersecting with said last mentioned
line, and drawn thence northerly through said Central square,
the centre of Washington street, and the road leading by the
dwelling-house of E. G. Holman, to Gilsum.
Ward No. 3 shall include all that part of said Keene included within the following limits, viz: bounded northerly by the
town lines between said Keene, Gilsum and Surry; easterly
by the west line above described of Ward No. 2; and westerly
by a line drawn north-westerly through said Central square,
the centre of Court street, and the centre of the old road leading by the dwelling houses of Charles Wright and Calvin
Randall to said Surry.
|
Ward No. 4 shall include all that part of said Keene included within the following limits, viz: bounded northerly by the
town lines between said Keene, Surry and Westmoreland ;
easterly by the west line above described of Ward No. 3;
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southerly by a line intersecting with said last mentioned line,
and drawn thence westerly through Central square, the centre
of West street, and the centre of highway leading from said
West street by the dwelling houses of Charles N. Wilder,
Josiah Sawyer, Joseph Wilson, Daniel Brown, and Isaiah,
Robbins, to Chesterfield: and westerly by the town lines be-

tween said Keene, Westmoreland, and Chesterfield.
Ward No. & shall include all that part of said Keene ineluded
within the following limits, viz: bounded northerly by the
south line above described of Ward No. 4; easterly by the
west line above deseribed of Ward No, 1; southerly by the
town lines between said Keene and Chesterfield and Swanzey.
Section 5. At the first meeting after the adoption of this
act, there shall be chosen m

each

of said wards, in the man-

ner prescribed by law, one alderman, three

common council-

men, one assessor of taxes, and one overseer of the poor.

Section

4.

The annual meeting of the legal voters of said ©
ward officers, shall
be held on the second Tuesday of December annually ; and
all city and ward officers who are chosen by the people shall
hold their respective offices for one year from the first Tuesday
of January next succeeding, and until others are chosen and
city of Keene, for the choice of city and

qualified in their stead.
Secrion

5.

The

:

mayor,

aldermen,

and

common

council-

men shall meet in convention for the purpose of taking the
oath of their respective offices on the first Tuesday of January in each year, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon.
SecTIoN 6. <A police court is hereby established within said

city of Keene, constituted in the manner prescribed im section 2, chapter 196 of the General Statutes of this State,
with all the powers and made subject to all the duties prescribed for police courts in and by said chapter.
Section 7. All the power and authority now vested by law
in said town of Keene in regard to the construction, maintenance and management of water-works, is hereby trans~
ferred to and vested in the city council, and shall be carried
into execution by the appointment of a superintendent or
board of water commissioners, or such other manner as said
city council shall determine.
Section 8. Within fifteen days after the acceptance of this
act by the legal voters of the town of Keene in the manner
liereinafter

prescribed,

the selectmen

of said town,

for the

purpose of the first election under this charter, shall prepare,
revise, correct, and post up, in the manner in which selectmen
of towns are now required to do, an alphabetical list of voters
in each ward of the city, and shall issue and serve their warrant for a meeting of the leg ul voters in their respective wards
for the choice of ‘all city officers who are elected by the peo-

a

o

ple. Such warrant shall be posted at least fourteen days
before the time appointed for said meetings, and shall designate the time and place for the meetings in the respective
wards.
At said meeting, each of said wards shall choose a
moderator, clerk, three selectmen, one alderman, three members of the common council, one assessor, and one overseer
of the poor, and shall also give in their votes for a mayor and
such other oflicers as are then to be voted for. The clerk of
each ward shall deliver certificates of their election to the
persons elected aldermen and members of the common council, and a copy of the record of election to said selectmen of
the town, certified by himself, the moderator, and a maj rity
of the selectmen of said ward, within twenty-four hours after
the termination of said ward meeting.
The selectmen shall,
within two days after receiving said returns, examine, compare, and record the same, ascertain the result of the election,
and give notice in writing to the person chosen mayor of his
election.
If a mayor shall not have been elected at such
meeting, the selectmen shall forthwith issue their warrant for
another meeting, as provided in this section, and the same
proceedings shall be had and repeated until a mayor shall be
chosen.
Any legal voter in the respective wards may call the
first meeting to order, and preside until a moderator shall be
chosen.
|
Section 9. This act shall be void, unless a majority of
the legal voters of said town of Keene shall, by a majority of
the voters present and voting thereon by ballot, determine to
adopt the same at an annual meeting of the voters of said
town.

Section 10. The selectmen shall issue and serve their warrant as prescribed by law at least fourteen days before said
meeting to the legal voters of said town, to see if they will
adopt this charter for a city government—said votes to be taken by ballot.
Seotion 11. The first meeting of the legal voters of said
Keene for the choice of city and ward officers shall be held on
the second Tuesday of April following the adoption of this
act. The mayor, aldermen and common councilmen then
elected shall meet in convention for the purpose of taking the
oath of their respective offices on the first Tuesday of May
next succeeding.
All the city and ward officers elected by
the people in April shall hold their respective offices until
others are chosen and qualified in their stead.
[Approved July 3, 1873.]
At a legal meeting of the voters of the town of Keene,
held on the second Tuesday of March, 1874, the foregoing
act was adopted by the following vote: affirmative 783, negative 589.

ORGANIZATION OF THE
CITY GOVERNMENT.
Turspay, May 5, 1874, 10 a. m.

This being the time fixed by the City Charter for the members of the City Government to meet in convention to take
the oath of office and organize the City Government, a large
number of citizens assembled in City Hall to witness the inauguration ceremonies and listen to the Mayor’s address.
The meeting was called to order by L. P. AtpEn, Esq., one
of the Selectmen of the town, who announced the result of
the municipal election, and called upon the officers elect to
come forward and take the oath of office. The oath of office
required by law was administered to the Mayor elect, Horatio
Cotony, by THomas M. Epwarps, Esq. His Honor the
Mayor then administered the oath of office to the following
boards, viz. :—
Board of Aldermen:
Horatio KIMBALL,
Epwarp FARRAR,
Don H. Woopwarp,
Francis A. FAULKNER,
REUBEN STEWART.
Board of Common

Council:

ALANSON S. WHITCOMB,
Francis FRENCH,
FRANKLIN J. WARE,
Henry H. Dar.ine,
Mixes S. Buckminster,
GrorGe W. Horproox,
JosEPH R. BEAL,
JAMES W. Donae,
Natuan G. Wooppury,
Freprrick H. Kinespury,
LeanpeR W. CumInes,
CHarLes N. WILDER,
WixitiAm DrInsmoor,
Oscar J. Howarp,
Horack HAmMBLeETr.

=

é

The election of a City Clerk was then in order, and resulted
in the choice of Henry S. Martti, who received twelve of the

twenty votes cast.

Prayer was then offered by Rev. W. O.

Waiter, after which Wm.

P. Cocuran,

Esq.,

of the board of

Selectmen, surrendered the affairs of the town to the Mayor
and Councils in the following speech :—
Honorable Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Councils :—
You having by due process of law organized for the purpose of
assuming the municipal affairs of the City of Keene, in behalf
of my associates and the citizens of this City, I now present
you the original

Charter

of the Town

of Keene, granted

in

the reign of George the Second, ‘‘ by the grace of God, King
of England, defender of the Faith, ” &c., on the 11th day of
April in the year of our Lord 1753, sealed and signed by Benning Wentworth, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the
Forces in the Province of New Hampshire, countersigned by
Theodore Atkinson, Secretary, with his certificate of its record

in the Book of Charters, page 149 to 151, inclusive.
This
Charter we trust you will carefully preserve and transmit to
your successors in office. We also present you the Journal of
the corporate proceedings and acts of the Town under this
Charter from its first organization to the present time.
It is
a pleasure and satisfaction in these days of defalcation and+
mismanagement that we can present you a record of the proceedings and acts of the town during a period of one hundred
and twenty-one years, in which you may look in vain for an
act of official corruption.
We trust that in the present and
all future years our record under a city government may be
as pure and free from official mismanagement as it has been in
time past under a town organization.
Wealso resign to your
- custody all city property, consisting principally of the City
Hall, Engine Houses, Fire Engines, &c., the several Cemeteries, ministerial fund and lot, Simmons
and the City Water Works.

fund, Town

Farm,

.

Gentlemen of the City Councils: Your purpose here is not
recreation, but work.
Such is the position assigned you by
your constituents ; to them you are responsible for the manner in which you perform your duties.
You are not to be the
partisans of individuals, but to direct your efforts for the
best good of the greatest number.
May such be your course,
without deviation to the right or left. Although you may
not at once meet with a general approval of all your acts, you
may rest assured that for public duties faithfully performed
you will in good time receive a just reward.
Mayor Colony responded in a short speech, accepting the
trust in behalf of the city officials, and then proceeded to
deliver his inaugural address, as follows :—
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MAYOR

COLONY’S

ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the City Councils:
Clearly limited and defined, as my duties are, by the General Statutes, I should accept the position of the executive
officer of the city government with doubt and hesitation, if I
did not believe I could depend upon your cordial co-operation
and assistance.
As no government, either general or local,
can exercise its various functions without some degree of
order and harmony, may I not ask your united efforts in promoting these objects?

.

The citizens of our late town having taken the responsibility
of changing from one form of municipal government to another, it becomes our duty to put its different branches into
successful operation. While the same results are obtained
under the one form as under the other, the machinery that is
used and the methods of operation are entirely different.
As
we.are all of us comparatively inexperienced in its forms and
requirements, let us proceed with caution, and place it on a
firm and enduring foundation.
To this end, some uniform
and established method of conducting business between the
different departments must be devised, and to this subject I
invite your early attention.
The provisions in our Charter are extremely limited, and
we are to look to the Statutes for a definition of our powers
and duties.
In them, the powers and limitations of the different branches of our city form of government are explained.
Under them, with the exception of those granted by the Charter, all city ordinances are passed and enforced.
APPROPRIATIONS.

The recent action of the Town Meeting of March 10th, at
which all money appropriation to meet ordinary expenses was
voted, and the reports of Town Officers and School Committees, has relieved me from the necessity of covering the
eround again, and I shall not, therefore, enter into details as
minutely as I might otherwise have done.
The following appropriations were voted by the Town:
For Ordinary Town Charges,
$ 4,000.00
Bridges and Highways,
10,000.00
Support of Paupers,
2,500.00
Extending Keene Water Works,
~
§,000.00
Fire Department,
;
3,000.00
Lighting Street Lamps,
140.00 Purchase of New Hose,
1,000.00
Purchase of New Hose Carriage,
600.00
Erection of Tomb in Catholic Cemetery,
500.00
Total,

$ 28,000.00

i)

It will be noticed in the Report of the Selectmen, in which
they estimate the expenses of 1874, that they recommend the
appropriation of $3000.00 for interest on the Water Loan
Debt.
As no provision seems to have been made for this
interest, and as the income derived from the water rates is
not sufficient, you may be obliged to provide for it by special
action.
It is to be hoped that $28,000.00, with perhaps the addition
mentioned. will be-sufficient for the purposes for which it was
intended.
It was the last expression of the people in their
collective capacity, before they surrendered their power into
other hands, and, as such, should be regarded. While it is
impossible to anticipate and limit our expenditures, in every
particular, it is reasonable to suppose that these appropriations will cover the ordinary city expenses.
BASIS

OF

TAXATION.

‘Soon after the election, the Assessors of the different wards

were qualified and proceeded to attend to the duties of the
office, in which they were assisted by the Selectmen of the
Town.
The basis of taxation for the year 1874, upon which
they are now acting, is as follows:

Estimated

expenses,

$ 28,000.00

State Tax,

12,236.00

County Tax,

7,806.76

School Tax,

10,706.50

Total,

:

$ 58,749.26

WATER

WORKS,

By section 7 of the Charter, all power hitherto existing in
the Town of Keene, in relation to the construction and management of the Water Works, is vested in the City Council,
and they have authority to appoint a Superintendent, Water

Commissioners, or govern it in any other
powers of the Town are transferred but not
be well to examine briefly the sources from
ity is derived.
By an Act of Legislature approved July

manner.
As the
explained, it may
which the author1, 1861, enabling

the Town of Keene to establish Water Works, the town is
authorized to make contracts with individuals and corpora-

tions for supplying them with water, and to establish such
rents,

charges,

and tolls as are deemed

reasonable, and to

place the same under the management of a Superintendent or
Water Commissioners whose duties are to be defined by a vote
of the Town.
Although special laws have since been passed,
they have chiefly related to the power to increase the indebtedness occasioned by the construction of the works.
An Act
2

ag

approved June 21, 1872, establishing an additional Reservoir
apon Beech Hill, does not afféct the original Incorporating
Act under which we derive our chief managing power.
The rules that have been adopted, from time to time, by the

Water Commissioners, are not obligatory, but may be of assistance in your reorganization of this important department.
The management of the Keene Water Works will require
your careful consideration.
The main pipes are now extended
through the more thickly populated portions of the city, and
in some instances to the outskirts.
As the burden of taxation, for this great work, has fallen upon all in equal proportion, it is desirable to make its benefits as extended as possible, when not inconsistent with the nature of the outlay.
Another argument in favor of their reasonable extension is
the additional security afforded against fire. Butregard must
always be had for the present or prospective Income to be
derived.
The Commissioners and Superintendent have made no
public record of the connecting service pipes, and their location is not generally known.
It is desirable that this and all

other information essential to a thorough understanding of the
Works should be recorded at once.
The Report of the Commissioners, dated March 2,is encouraging. ‘The number of applicants supplied with water is 709,
and the income derived from the eight and ninth assessments
amounts to $7078.60.
As the Town has been charged for the
ase of some portion of these works, this sum would not indicate the actual income received, but, as this practice has been
pursued in other places, it may be the proper method.
The
cost of management has been considerable, yet there remains
a surplus over the managing expenses.
It was the opinion of
the Commissioners that the income derived from the assessments, with the

$3000.00

recommended

in their estimate of

the expenses of 1874, would pay the interest on the Water
Loan Bonds.
If our prosperity continues, we may expect the
most favorable results in the future.
The Water Loan Debt amounts to $145,000.00, and consists of Bonds issued by the Town at various times, as they
vequired the money for the construction or extension of the
Water Works.
These were issued in classes and made payable at different periods of time.
‘The first will become due in
January 1879, and the last in July 18938. As these Bonds
extend into the future, no present action is required, although
the question of their final extinguishment before maturity may
arise.
The Selectmen, in their Report of 1873, seem to have
been unanimously of the opinion that the Railroad and Banking gar should be devoted to that purpose.
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CITY

DEBT.

Through *he kindness of the Selectmen, I am enabled to
give you a statement of the city indebtedness up to the present time.
RECEIPTS.
Balance in treasury March

1, 1874,

$276.14

For stock from City Farm,
For County paupers,

267.00
909.51

For State bonds sold,
From Collector,
From Ashuelot Bank,

5,064.83
3,100.00
3,949.60

.

————--_—- $13,567.08
PAYMENTS.

Ordinary town charges,
Town paupers,
County paupers,
Highways,
Fire department,
Street lamps and repairs,
Town bond and interest paid,

$3,961.72
988.70
678.14
816.69
334.05
361.75
117.00

_

Town noite,

3,000.00

- Town liquor agent,

665.50
$10,923.55

Balance in treasury,

$2,643.53
INDEBTEDNESS.

Town bonds outstanding,
Town note,

$22,300.00
4000.00

———

$26,300.00

ASSETS.

Se

State bonds on hand,
Due from collector,
Balance in treasury,

$13,700.00
4,864.92
$2,643.53

Pom

a

Balance of indebtedness above assets,
Add to this the water loan-indebtedness,

Total city indebtedness,

1. 28.45
$5,091.55
145,000.00

$150,091.55

This debt is not so large as to create any apprehensions,
but it should be our aim to diminish

rather than increase it.

A large debt is always a serious obstacle in the progress of
towns‘and cities, and its accumulation should always depend
upon our means to meet it, by a taxation that in no case
should be burdensome.
|
Jt will be noticed, in the above

statement, that the amount

due the Collector on the last year’s taxation is $4,864.92. As
it is quite probable that this will be subject to some reduction,
by abatements, the indebtedness will be somewhat increased.
I would also call your attention to the fact that the $4000.00
recently appropriated by the town, for ‘* Ordinary Town
Charges,” is nearly exhausted by the payments already made.

HIGHWAYS.

At the recent Town Meeting of March 10, it was voted
that the sum of $10,000.00 be raised, to build and repair
highways and bridges.
‘This sum was considered sufficient to
cover all ordinary expenses under this head, for the current
year.
‘This is one of the largest items of the city expenditures, as well as one of the most important.
Road-building
and repairing have engaged the best engineering talent, and
the different systems that have been adopted, and still exist,
indicate the diversity of opinion among eminent engineers.
The nature of the soil that forms the road-bed, the material
adapted to it, the action of frost and water, drainage, and
gerade, are conditions to be considered in the most common
roads.

.

Good thoroughfares are absolutely essential to the growth
and prosperity of towns and cities. ‘These are the avenues
through which trade is conducted.
If their condition is good,
they assist and promote it; if bad, it is diverted into other
channels.
While the highways in our limits have been of fair construeture, it might be a question for your consideration, whether
the funds that have been used in their working might not have
been more judiciously expended.
While the best of labor
may be obtained at convenient intervals, there seems to be a
lack of connected system between the different surveyors.
It
has sometimes been the practice of the Town to apportion
this work in school districts, and detach portions of the highway.
Hach surveyor has used his own judgment without regard to the others, and though the plan adopted may in most
instances have been excellent, in others it has left some things.
to be desired.
As an example of this kind, let an experienced
surveyor examine sections of our highway where the difficulties to be encountered and general conditions are nearly
uniform.
The same amount of money and labor is used in
the one case as in the other, with quite different results.
In
one case the best material is used that is obtainable, and
we have a smooth enduring surface, with perhaps a slight inclination at the sides to carry off the moisture, yet capable of
enduring the weight and friction of the heaviest vehicle.
In
the other instance, the same material is used, but improperly
applied.
You can detect where the loads were deposited upon
the road, and the result is that the action of water and the
friction of vehicles will soon destroy it.
Another evil growing out of this is the lack of uniformity
in outlay. Some districts or locations are liable to receive
more than their fair proportion, and others to be neglected.
A remedy for this would be the appointment of a superintendent of highways, or, of ward surveyors.
‘The same labor
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can be employed, and we shall have a uniformity that has
hitherto been lacking, and that too, without increasing the expense.
SEWERAGE.

As the subject of sewerage was agitated in connection wjth
the city charter, it may not be inappropriate to allude to it at
the present time.
The introduction of a large quantity of
water into the different portions of our city, and its continuous increase, without any connected system of conveying it
away, may make this question one of great importance in the
future, but we trust it will not be pressed upon us for years
to come.
No agitation, or action that the people have yet
taken, would authorize us in the immense

outlay that a con-

nected system of sewerage would involve.
The physical features of our surroundings present many
obstacles of the gravest character, and, whenever this work
is undertaken, the report of some competent engineer upon
its feasibility and expense would be the first step. If the
conditions of this report are found to be within our power of
accomplishment, then some portions of the general plan might
be constructed, from time to time, until the whole was conshected and completed.
In this way, the burden of taxation
would be divided through a series of years.
Until our local and general business is thoroughly re-established, and something like its former activity and confidence
returns, we should not be justified in any measure that would
affect our financial standing.
During the last year, the sum of $1389.69 was expended
for sewerage.
It is desirable to make these local sewers as
permanent and durable as possible, by the use of tile or stone.
If the first expense is somewhat enhanced, it is economy in
the end, as wood soon decays and requires replacing.
SCHOOLS.

The general management of schools does not fall into our
hands, but, as the appropriations come through us, we should
understand that they are judiciously applied.
There is no
subject of more vital consequence to individuals, cities or
nations, than a thoroughly organized school system.
If our
schools have not reached the position that leaves nothing to
be desired, they have made steady progress in the right direction. There is every ‘disposition on the part of our citizens
to facilitate educational enterprises, when once convinced that
the plans proposed are best adapted to our requirements.
The taxation that comes from this source should be cheerfully
borne, and the interests of our scholars carefully watched and
guarded.
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SCHOOL

HOUSES.

Our school houses and their arrangements are not, in all
cases, as good as they should be, and some plan might be
adopted by which they might gradually be brought to a higher
standard.
:
At a meeting of Union school district, a committee was appointed to report some plan for a new high school building.
When this report is made it may form the groundwork for future action.
The efforts that have been made, have not thus far resulted

in any concerted action on the part of the district, although
the prevailing opinion is that something should be done; what
that is has not been determined.
Whenever the final decision comes, we believe our citizens will treat it with the
same enlarged views and liberality that have characterized
them on other subjects.
As we do not provide merely for
to-day or to-morrow, itis a part of wisdom and economy to
anticipate the wants that may otherwise press upon us a few
years hence.
SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
it has been suggested by some of the inhabitants of the
outlying districts, that they considered it for their interest to
be united with the Union district, and thus enjoy the advan- —
tages of the high school without extra expense.
If this opinion is generally entertained, and it should not be pressed upon
them, there certainly could be no objection on the part of the
Union district.
And even if the district system remains, I would recommend that the superior educational facilities of our high school
be extended.as far, and made as inexpensive as possible.
If
the out districts are not taxed for its maintenance, they are
for many public objects of which we receive almost the exclusive benefit, and this little privilege extended to them
would not be so much an act of generosity as of justice.
PUBLIC

LIBRARY.

The committee appointed by the town, March 11, to consider the formation of a public library, have not yet made
their report.
If some foundation for this could be commenced, it might result in immense benefit. <A free library,
well equipped with standard historical and general works,
would be an armory in which our young men might furnish
themselves with weapons for the intellectual contests of the
day. Asamental and moral resource, it is only surpassed
by the more methodical training of the school. As an avenue
for general instruction and information, it has no superior.
But every care should be exercised in its formation, and its
shelves strictly guarded from worthless books.

FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

As the safety of the community is, in a great measure, dependent upon the efficiency of the fire department, it would
be well to examine into its condition, wants, and discipline.
All the appropriations asked of the town were granted, and
measures are now being taken to carry them into effect.
The purchase of additional hose and a hose carriage will
enable the department to place the Niagara engine and 300
feet of hose, at South Keene; and the small hose carriage in
the west part of the city, near the tannery.
With 101 hydrants, distributed, at convenient distances,
over an area of many miles, it is of great importance that the
hose should be deposited in places easy of access.
While
enough should be retained near the Centre to meet any possible emergency that might arise, the rest might be spared for
more distant points.
Besides appropriations granted, the town voted to pay the
firemen the sum of $8 each, in addition

to the sum allowed

by law, and I have no doubt that the result of this increase
will be most favorable. Men cannot be expected to perform
the duties connected with this service, without a fair remuner-

ation. Their labors are frequently most arduous, and should
be met with public recognition and thanks.
The department, as it is now constituted, is composed of
100 men, under the control and management of a board of
engineers, consisting of seven.
The chief engineer informs
us that he intends to reduce

this number somewhat, as soon
is practicable.
With our excellent facilities for the extinguishment of fire,
we are still lacking the means of giving as extended an alarm
as might be desired.
Some arrangement should be perfected,
by which a heavier bell can be used ae the one now located
on City Hall.

POLICE.
The maintenance of law and order is essential to the safety and well being of the community.
The police force hitherto employed, and the sums expended, have been small, but
have been considered sufficient for its preservation, and any
considerable increase may not be considered necessary.
Its
regulation will be different, but this will not of itself increase
the expense.
Let men be employed who understand the nature of their duties, and are efficient in their enforcément.
These duties have not. been arduous, where, with but few
exceptions, person has been held sacred and property secure.
Section 6 of the Charter, establishes a Police Court, but
all its proceedings are regulated by statute.
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CITY

FARM.

In the absence of any report, except of expenses, I am
unable to furnish you with any detailed account of the condition of the City Farm: but, from information received from
the recent superintendent and others, Ihave reason to suppose
that your early attention should be directed to it. There
have been but three or four per 4anent inmates, and the relief
afforded to transient paupers has not been large. By the
Town Report, the sum of $1226.88 was expended above all
income received.
Every attention should be paid to the wants of those who,
from misfortune or that variety of incident that assails every
phase and condition of life, are compelled to seek aid from
the common fund; but it might be questioned if this could
not be aceomplished by some better method than the present.
If equal, or greater, comfort could be extended for the same
sum, elsewhere, what disposition or -management would be
best for the farm and buildings?
PUBLIC

LANDS

AND

BUILDINGS.

The public lands and buildings of our city are not extensive, but, such as they are, they now come under your charge.
The little park or ‘‘ commen,” in Central Square, should be
properly preserved for the purpose-for which it was intended,
and the soldiers’ monument, in the southern portion of it,
should be guarded from intrusion. This monument was erected by the town, to the memory of the citizen soldiery who fell
in the recent struggle, and, as such, its surroundings should
be protected and made as attractive as possible.
‘CEMETERIES.

Your consideration is invited to the subject of the purchase
of land for burial purposes.
Although various committees
were appointed, under the recent town organization, to take
it into consideration, they arrived at no definite result. Ata
meeting held March 11, 1873, the following vote was passed:
““Voted, that a committee of three be chosen, who shall be
authorized, with the approval of the Selectmen, to purchase
additional cemetery land, and that the Selectmen, in case of
such purchase, be authorized to issue a note of the town for
the purchase money.”
Although this committee was authorized to take a deed, and had full authority to complete the
purchase, the result of their deliberations did not extend
beyond the examination of several locations deemed suitable
for the purpose.
Their report was made at our recent town
meeting of March 10, and the whole subject referred to the
City Government.
The necessity for this purchase still continues, and has acquired additional force from the time that has already elapsed.

Av

Woedland Cemetery, embracing an area, of about eleven
acres, was deeded to the ‘Town less than twenty years ago.
At that time, the surrounding land was comparatively low in
value, and the amount obtained was considered sufficient ; but,

already, few available lots remain, and all the most desirable
have been taken.
A personal inspection of the few suitable locations will
assist you in your deliberations, and, if you negotiate any
sale, 1 wish to impress the importance of its being ample
‘enough to meet future requirements.
It is poor policy and
poor economy to purchase only for the present, as the increas+
ing value of real estate, and its occupation for other purposes,
render it more difficult and expensive to obtain.
Amother
argument in favor of this course is that old burial grounds, no
longer in use, are apt to fall into neglect and decay.

The report of the Superintendent of Woodland Cemetery,
dated

Feb. 20, 1874, shows

hands, of $2520.15.

an

unexpended

balance,

in his

‘This accumulation is mostly derived

from the sale of lots, and can remain as a fund for repairs and
improvements, or be applied to the purchase of other grounds.
You will also examine the condition of other Burial Grounds.

Duty and inclination alike command us to keep these sacred
repositories of the dead in a good state of repair.
CONCLUSION.

And now, gentlemen, having travelled over the ground I irs
tended at the outset, allow me a few general remarks iin clos-

ing. We turn, with reverence, to an honorable history that
extends far back into the limits of the last century, when the
first step was taken towards an organized lecal government.
And as we watch its sometimes struggling and feeble growth,
as it encountered, without proper protection, the severity and
hardships of those early winters, and the barbarity of the
lingering savage, we are lost in admiration at the enduring
faith and rugged, steadfast courage that laid the foundations
of our township.
While our past has been mainly composed of quiet, unostentatious progress, there have not been lacking those heroic and
self-sacrificing features which may well be our pride and boast.
And although it would not be allowable in me to dwell upon
intermediate periods, however prominent, that marked its
gradual progress and development, I shall at least be excused
in calling your attention to the fact, from the lesson it inculcates, that whatever we are or possess, to-day, has not been
the result of any sudden accumulation or unforseen circumstance, but was the slow and legitimate fruit that ripened
gradually as the years passed on.
And now, having paid a passing tribute to our ancient
3

‘
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municipality, whose existence ceases with the obligations we
have taken this day, let us, under a kind and favoring Providence, look hopefully into the future.
As the pathway was
cleared, under the old dispensation, let us trust that our zeal,
energy and perseverance will broaden and extend it.
In throwing off the forms and laws that have, to a greater
or less extent, governed us for more than a century, and
adopting others in their stead, it does not follow that we are
to surrender that careful and conservative policy that characterized the Fathers of the Town.
In accepting the burden
and the responsibility that has come from them to us, let us
endeavor to engraft upon our new system, the advantages and
benefits derived from the old. Let us not cast them aside as
worn-out and worthless, but rather strive to preserve and jerpetuate that cautions and considerate economy under which
the ‘Town grew and prospered.
While we should be keenly
alive to those enterprises that affect our moral and material
prosperity, we should not be betrayed by the strangeness and
powers of our new position, into projects that are doubtful
and uncertain.
Although there may be no occasion for the
exercise of any power outside the ordinary routine of city
business, yet, should such arise, I have perfect confidence in

your ability to meet and discharge it to the satisfaction of all.
As

there is no line of demarkation

in our business, social
aim to
represent them all. We should have but one purpose, and
that the advancement of every interest that would tend to promote and increase the growth and welfare of our beautiful city.
But while we use our best judgment, in the great responsibility
that is thrown upon us, we must not forget to look to that higher
Source of all power, without which we cannot succeed.
relations, and interests, so it should be our common

On motion the meeting adjourned immediately after the
close of the Mayor’s address, to meet at 7 1-2 o’clock in the
evening. At the evening session the Council was organized
by the choice of H. H.. Darling as President, and’ W. S.
Whitcomb as Clerk.
The Council then adjourned.
}
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AND

SEVENTY-FOUR.

Be it ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene as
follows:
.

CHAPTER I.
ACCOUNTS, EXPENDITURES AND FINANCES.
SEcTiIon 1. There shall be appointed at the commencement
of each municipal year, a joint standing Committee on Claims
and Accounts, to consist of one member of the board of Aldermen and two members of the Common Council, which
Committee shall meet once at least in each month, and care-

fully examine and audit all accounts and claims against the
City, which shall be laid before them, certified-as provided in
the following section,and shall allow and pass the same if
found correct and justly due.
Sec. 2. No account or claim against the City except judgments of Judicial Courts shall be received or acted upon by
the Committee on Claims and Accounts, unless such account
or claim shall be accompanied with a certificate of the officer,
or agent authorized in behalf of the City to make the contract
or cause the expenditure to be made, that the same is correct
and just.
}
.

Sec. 3.
The City Clerk shall receive all accounts and
claims from persons having demands against the City which
shall have been certified as provided for in the foregoing seetion. He shall carefully examine all such accounts and claims
and see that they are correctly cast, and present the same
folded, filed, and numbered, to the Committee on Claims and
Accounts.
He shall keep a book in such manner and form
as the Committee shall direct, wherein he shall enter the date
and amount of every account and claim against the City as
finally corrected and allowed by said Committee, and also the
name of the person to whom the same shall be allowed, designating the fund or appropriation from which the same shall be
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paid; and the certificate of said Committee allowing any suck:
account or claim shall be made in the book kept by the City
Clerk.
Sec. 4

The City Clerk shall, also, under the direction of

the Committee on Claims and Accounts, keep:a book or ledger,
in which he shall enter the various appropriations made by
the City Councils, each under its appropriate head, and
charge to each the different payments and expenditures which
from time to time shall be made therefrom.
Whenever any
appropriation shall be expended, the City Clerk shall immediately give notice thereof to the Mayor, the City Councils, and
to the said Committee on Claims and Accounts, and the Com-

inittee shall pass or allow no claim or account chargeable to
any head or appropriation which has been expended, until the
City Conncils shall have provided the means of paying the
same.
The City Clerk shall also open an account with the
City Treasurer, charging him with the amount of loans to the
City, and all sums of money paid to him in behalf of said
City, by the Collector or other officers or agent of the City,
or by any person in any way indebted to the City, and also
with

all bonds, notes, mortgages, or other

securities

in the

hands of the ‘Treasurer, or which may pass into his hands,
helonging to the City, to the end that the amount and value
thereof ie) at any time be seen on his books.
Sec. 5. No money shall be drawn out of the City-Treasury except upon the written order of the Mayor, addressed to
the Treasurer, and countersigned by the City Clerk, and numhered so as to correspond with the account or claim it shall be
drawn to pay.
Sec. 6. The Mayor is hereby authorized to draw orders on
the Treasurer for the payment of all accounts or claims allowed
and certified by the Committee on Claims and Accounts as
provided in-the first and second sections, but the Mayor shall
not draw an order in payment for any services rendered, or
uny materials furnished for any department, beyond the sum
specially appropriated therefor by the City Councils.
Sec. 7. Any sum of money which shall have been specially
appropriated for the payment of principal or interest due on
any note or other security of the City or of the Town of
Keene, or of the State and County taxes, may be drawn from
the ‘Treasury and paid by the order of the Mayor for the purpose for which it was appropriated without any action on the
part of the Committee on Accounts, and whenever it shall be
necessary to pay money in advance on contracts made, or for
work begun, but not completed, the Mayor, upon being satisfied of such necessity, may draw his order on the Treasurer
for a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars at any one time,
taking security therefor.
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Src. 8. Whenever any money shall be drawn from the
Treasury for the purposes specified in the preceding section,
the City Clerk shall report the same and the amount thereof
to the Committee on Claims and Accounts at their next meeting, and shall charge the same under the appropriate head of
expenditures.

Sec. 9. All City Officers who shall in their official capacity
receive any money on behalf of the City, shall, unless otherwise ordered, pay to the Treasurer the amount in their hands
once in three months, or oftener if required, except the Collector of Taxes, who shall make such payment whenever the
sum in his hands

shall

amount

to two

hundred dollars;

all

other persons who shall at any time have money in their hands
belonging to the City, shall forthwith pay the same to the
Treasurer.
Sec. 10. In all cases of the payment of money to the City
Treasurer he shall give his receipt for the amount to the person paying the same, which receipt shall be delivered to the
City Clerk and filed in his office, and the City Clerk shall give
to the person paying, a certificate as evidence of such payment.
All City Officers and Agents receiving money in behalf of said City, shall deliver to the City Clerk once a month,
a report in detail of the amount received, and what disposition has been made thereof, except in cases otherwise provided.
Sec. 11. The City Treasurer shall, under the direction of
the Committee on Accounts, keep in a book provided for that
purpose, an accurate and true account of all his receipts and
payments on behalf of the City, making the same conform in
mode of entry as nearly as may be with the accounts kept by
the City Clerk. He shall not pay any money out of the
Treasury except upon orders of the Mayor drawn in the form
prescribed in the fifth section.

He shall, once in six months,

and oftener if required, lay before the City Councils a statement of the condition of the Treasury, and all moneys received and paid by him on City account during the preceding
six months.
Sec. 12. There shall be appointed, at the commencement
of each municipal year, a joint Committee on Finance, consisting of the Mayor, one member of the board of Aldermen,
and two members of the Common Council, which Committee
shall negotiate all loans to the City which shall be authorized

by the City Councils, and shall report the amounts
City Treasurer.

to the

Src. 13. The Committee on Finance shall annually, in the
month of November, prepare and lay before the City Councils
an estimate of the amount of money necessary to be raised
for the ensuing financial year, under the various heads of
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appropriations and the various means for raising the same,
and shall also in the month of December annually, prepare
and lay before the City Councils a statement of all receipts
and expenditures of the preceding financial year, giving in
detail the amount of appropriation and expenditure for each
department, and said statement shall be accompanied with a
schedule of property, real and personal, belonging to the City,
and the value thereof, and the amount of the City debts.
Sec. 14. The Committee on Finance shall at the close of
each municipal year, and as much oftener as they shall deem
it expedient, examine and audit the accounts of the City
‘Treasurer, and for that purpose shall have access to all the
hooks and vouchers in his possession or in possession of the
City Clerk or any other officer of the City. Said Committee
shall not only compare said accounts with the vouchers thereof, but shall ascertain whether all moneys due the City have
been collected and accounted for. They shall also examine

all bonds, notes and securities in his hands belonging to the
City, and make report thereof to the City Councils.
Sec. 15. The City Treasurer shall make up his accounts
to the first day of December, and the financial year shall begin and end on the first day of December in each year.

CHAPTER
OF CITY MARSHAL

II.
AND

POLICE.

Sec. 1. The Mayor and Aldermen shall, at the commencement of every municipal year, appoint a City Marshal, and
an Assistant Marshal, who shall, before entering upon the duties of their office, take, before the Mayor and Aldermen, the
oaths prescribed by law, and shall each give bond in the sum
of three hundred dollars, with sureties, to be approved by the
Mayor and Aldermen, for the faithful performance of the duties of said office.
Sec. 2. The City Marshal shall have precedence and command over the Assistant Marshal, and the other Constables of

the City when acting together in the same service or when directed by the Mayor.
Inthe absence of the City Marshal,
the Assistant Marshal shall have such precedence and command.
‘They shall aid and assist the City Marshal in executing the duties of his office when requested by him, or directed
by the Mayor so to do.
But when neither the City Marshal
nor Assistant Marshal shall be present, said Constables shall
have power to act in their stead, taking precedence in the order of their appointment.
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Src. 38. The City Marshal shall, froin time to time, pass
through the streets and highways of the City, and take notice
of all nuisances, obstructions and impediments therein, and
on the sidewalks thereof, and cause the same to be forthwith
removed, and the authors thereof to be prosecuted according

to law.
He shall observe all defects and wants of the hig hways and streets, and give immediate notlce theieof to thie
Mayor and Aldermen, to the end that the same may he
amended.

He

shall,

to the

utmost

of his

ability, preserve

the public peace, and prevent all riots, disorders and unlawfu!
practices within the City. He shall carry into execution
within the City the laws of the State and all the ordinances of
the City, and be vigilant to detect and bring to punishment
all violation thereof.
He shall obey and execute all the commands of the Mayor and Aldermen relating to the interest or
security of the City. He shall receive all complaints mace to
him of any violation of the laws, or any ordinance of the

City, and

shall, in behalf of the City, cause

against such laws and ordinances

to be promptly

all offenders
prosecuted

before the Police Court of the City of Keene, and shall attend,

on behalf of the City, at their trials.
He shall lay before the
Mayor and Aldermen once in three months, and oftener if
required, a statement of all offences against the laws of the
State, and the ordinances of the City, which have come to his:

knowledge, of all prosecutions instituted by him in behalf of
the City, and the result of the same.
Sec. 4. The Marshal shall, under the authority and control of the Mayor and Aldermen, carry into execution all rules:
and ordinances, which

shall, from time

to time, be made

by

the City Councils relative to the causes of sickness, nusiances,.
and sources of filth, which may affect injuriously the health
or comfort of the inhabitants; and shall cause all such nuisances, sources of filth and causes of sickness to be immedi-

ately removed, destroyed, or prevented,

conformably to such

ordinances, ona the laws on the State.

Sec. 5. The Marshal shall execute and carry into effect
all ordinances which shall, from time to time, be made by the
City Council to prevent unlawful and injurious practices in the
streets and other public places in the City.
Sec. 6. The Marshal and Assistant Marshal shall. in case
of fire. repair immediately to the place where the fire may be,
and attend diligently to the preservation of the public peace,
and the prevention of thefts, and loss, or destruction, of
property.

Sec. 7. The Mayor and Aldermen may appoint such number of Police officers as they may deem necessary, by writing
under their hands.
‘Said officers may be appointed at any
time during the year, may be removed

at the pleasure of the
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Mayor and Aldermen, shall hold their offices, unless removed,
until the first Tuesday of January next succeeding, and shalk
each render to the City Marshal once in three months an account of their services, and of the time spent in the discharge
of their official duties.
The Mayor and Aldermen may,
whenever they shall deem it expedient, number the Police

Officers, and each Police Officer shall, when on duty, wear the
number designated upon his badge.

Sec. 8. If the City Marshal shall receive any sum of
money for any services rendered, or act done, by virtue of his
office, he shall pay over the same to the City Treasurer monthly, with all sums received of the Police Officers and of the
Assistant Marshal, and shall, at the same time, deliver to the
City Clerk an account in detail of the different sources from
which such money was received.
Sec. 9. Ifthe Assistant Marshal shall obtain any sum of
‘money for any act done by him by virtue of his office, he
shall immediately pay the same to the City Marshal, and take
his receipt therefor.
Sec. 10. The City Marshal shall, under the direction of
the Mayor and Aldermen, from time to time, when in their
judgment the public good requires the same, detail one, or
more, of the Police Officers to act as a night-watch.
Said
City Marshal shall be captain of the watch, and shall obey
and execute all rules and orders made and given him in charge
in that behalf by the Mayor and Aldermen.
When on the
watch, he shall pass in and about the streets and principal
inhabited places of the City, to prevent danger by fire, and to
see that order is kept, and that all disturbances and disorders
are prevented and suppressed; and, for that purpose, he, as
well as any of the watch, shall have authority to examine all
persons whom they shall see walking abroad in the night after
ten o’clock, and whom they shall have reason to suspect of
any unlawful design, and to demand of them their business
abroad at such time, and whither they are going ; to enter any
house of ill-fame, dram-shop, cellar, or other building, for the
purpose of suppressing any riot or disturbance therein, and to
arrest any person there found making, or abetting, such riot,
or disturbance ; and all persons so walking abroad and suspected of any unlawful design as aforesaid, who shall not give
a satisfactory account of their being so abroad, and of their
business, and all persons so arrested in such house of ill-fame,

dram-shop,

cellar, or other building, shall be secured by im-

prisonment, or otherwise, to be safely

kept

until the next

morning, and shall, then, be taken before the Police Court, to

be examined and proceeded with according to the nature of
their offence.
Sec. 11. The Mayor and Aldermen may by vote at any
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time, for sufficient cause, remove from office the City Marshal

or the Assistant Marshal, and appoint a successor.
They
may also, in case of the death or resignation of either of said
officers, or in case a vacancy shall occur in any other way,
appoint another in his place.

CHAPTER
“OF SUPERINTENDENT

III.
OF HIGHWAYS.

Section 1. The City Councils, after the first Tuesday of
January in each year, shall in the month of January in each
year, and also whenever
any vacancy shall occur by resignation or otherwise, clect a Superintendent of highways, in
convention and by joint ballot, to hold his office until the firsi
‘Tuesday of January next succeeding his election and until
another is chosen in his stead, unless removed by the City
‘Councils.
Src. 2. Said Superintendent of highways, under the direction and control of the Mayor and Aldermen, shall have the
general charge of all the highways, streets, lanes, sidewalks
and bridges of the -City, and shall attend to the making,
amending and alteration thereof, and «cause the same to be
kept in repair so as to be safe and ‘convenient for travelers,
with their horses, teams and carriages at all seasons of the
year.
He shall also superintend the construction and repairing of drains and common sewers, and shall see that all
nuisances or obstructrons in any of the highways or streets
under his care are forthwith removed, or give notice to the
Mayor or City Marshal. -He may, under the direction of the
‘Mayor, make all necessary contracts for the supply of any
labor er materials he may require in the discharge
of his offi‘cial duty ; provided that any particular duty belonging to the
Superintendent of highways, by this or any other ordinance,
may be delegated or transferred for any particular work, department or occasion by the City Councils, by special resolu‘tion, to any other person or persons.
The Superintendent
‘shall judiciously expend such sums of money, if necessary, as
may be yearly appropriated for the repairs of highways of the
‘City, and shall render under oath detailed accounts of his

expenditures, setting forth the names of all persons hired, the
length of time each has been employed and amount of com:
pensation, monthly, to the City Clerk, which shall be laid before
the committee on claims and settled in the same manner as other
claims and accounts against the City. And no bill or part of
a bill for labor on the highways or streets, shall be allowed or
paid until it is presented in the form above described.
4
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Sec. 8. Whenever any highway or bridge or street of the
City, shall, from want of necessary repairs or by reason of
any alteration or repairs being made, or of any drain, common
sewer, or culvert’s being open, or constructed across or
through the same, be unsafe or inconvenient for travelers or
passengers, said Superintendent shall forthwith put up a suitable fence across such highway, street or bridge, and exclude
all travelers from passing over the same; or cause the part
thereof so rendered unsafe or inconvenient as aforesaid to be
enclosed by a sufficient fence, which shall be kept standing so
long as the same shall remain unsafe or inconvenient, and he
shall also fix one or more lighted lanterns to said fence, to be
kept there every night from twilight in the evening and through
the whole night so long as said fence shall be kept standing.

CHAPTER
CITY

IV.

ORDINANCES.

Section 1. <Allordinances passed by the City Councils shall
be engrossed or recorded by the City Clerk in a fair and legible
hand, without interlineation

or erasure,

and in the order

in

which they shall be passed, in a book to be kept for that purpose, made of strong linen paper, with proper margin and index, to be lettered ‘‘ Record of Ordinances of the City of
Keene,” which book shall be preserved in the office of the
City Clerk, subject to the inspection of the citizens.
Src. 2. All ordinances of the City Councils and such resolutions and orders as the City Councils may direct, shall be
published by causing the same to be inserted one week in two
or more newspapers, printed and published in the City, as the
City Councils shall from time to time designate.

CHAPTER
ELECTION

OF

CERTAIN

V.
OFFICERS.

Section 1. The City Councils, in convention, shall, in the
month of May, A. D. 1874, and in the month of January, |

annually, thereafter, or when vacancies occur, elect the following officers :City Treasurer ;Surveyors of Lumber ;Measurers
of Wood ; Weighers of Hay, Straw and Coal; Fence Viewers ;
Sealer of Weights and Measures; and Sexton; who shall
hold their office for one year, unless sooner removed, and until others are chosen and qualified.
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CHAPTER
KEENE

WATER

VI.
WORKS.

Section 1. The general management of the Keene Water
Works shall be vested in a board of three Water Commissioners, to be elected by the City Councils in the month of May,
1874, one for one year, one for two years, and one for three
years ; and after the first year a member of the beard shall be
elected annually, to serve for three years. Said Commissioners shall elect a President and Clerk of said board, and may
make such rules and regulations for their own government,
and in relation to all officers appointed by them, as they may
deem expedient.
Said Commissioners may be removed by the
City Councils, at any time, for sufficient cause.

Src. 2. The immediate care and supervision of said Water
Works shall be vested in a Superintendent, who shall be
elected by the City Councils in joint convention, whenever a
vacancy in said oflice may exist, and shall hold his office until
the first Tuesday of January next succeeding ; but said Superintendent may be removed by the City Councils at any time,
for sufficient cause.
|
Sec.

3.

The Board

of Water

Commissioners,

so

consti-

tuted and organized, shall have and exercise all the powers
vested in the City of Keene by an act of the Legislature approved July 3, 1873, entitled, “‘An act to establish the City
#f Keene,” so far as the same shall be delegated to them by the
City Councils; but all their powers shall be subject to any
limitations and restrictions contained in the ordinances, regu- ations and orders of the City Councils.
Sec. 4. The Board of Water Commissioners shall, on or
before the first day of December in each year, present to the
City Councils a report containing a statement of the condition
of the Water Works, and of the lands and other property connected therewith, with an account of all receipts and expenditures, together with any information or suggestions which
they may deem important; and they shall, at the same time,
transmit to the City Councils the report of the Superintendent.
Src. 5. All bills for expenditures for the Water Works
shall, before they are paid by the Treasurer, be approved by
the Board of Water Commissioners and allowed by the Committee on Claims.
Sec. 6. The Board of Water Commissioners shall have
full power to make all necessary repairs, extensions or improvements on said works, and to procure new supply pipes
and all other materials necessary therefor ; all hydrants established by the city shall be constructed and kept in thorough
repair by said Board; but said Board shall have no power to
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éxpend any money, or incur any debt, or commence any work
that shall require the expenditure of money beyond the
amount of appropriations made for that purpose by the eins
Councils, or heretofore made by the town of Keene.
Sec.) .7;)> ‘Fhe Superintendent of the Water Works shall
take charge of the reservoirs, aqueduct, lands and other property connected with the Water Works, as the Board of Water
Commissioners may from time to time direct, and shall perform all such services in relation thereto as may be required
of him by said Board ; and he shall annually, on or before the
first day of December, present to the Board a report of the
gencral condition of the Works; also, a statement of the receipts and expenditures, the number of water takers, the number of cases in which the water has been cut off, the number
and amount of abatements, and such other matters as he or

the Board of Water Commissioners may deem expedient.
Sec. 8. The Board of Water Commissioners is authorized
to determine and establish, from time to time, a tariff of wa-

ter rates, and to enter into special contracts with individuals
or corporations for the supply of water for a term not exceed-:

ing one year; and it shall be the duty of the Superintendent,
under the direction of the Board, to visit, once at least in each

year, the premises of every water taker; to make out, distribute and collect all bills, or cause the same to be done, and to
exercise a constant supervision over the use of the water.
Sec. 9. All moneys received on account of the Water.
Works shall be paid weekly, or oftener, into the city treasury,
and a receipt shall be taken for the same; and all moneys
paid into the treasury on account of said Works shall be
placed to the credit of the Water Works, and shall not be paid

out except under the provisions of section 5.
Sec. 10. The rent for the use of water shall be payable
semi-annually in advance, on the first days of June and December in each year. All charges for specific supplies, or for
fractional parts of a year, shail De payable in advance and before the water a let on.
Src. 11. The Superintendent, under the direction of the

Board of Water Commissioners, may make abatements in the
water rents in all proper cases.
Sec. 12. The Superintendent shall devote himself diligently to the duties of his office, and shall receive as compensation therefor a salary of five hundred dollars per annum.
Sec. 13. The Superintendent shall keep suitable books, in
which shall be entered the names of all persons who take water, the kind of building, the name of the street, the nature of,
the use, the number “of takers, the amount charged and
amount of abatements, which shall always be open to the inspection of the Water Commissioners and any committee of
he City Councils
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Src. 14. No member of
ers, or of the City Councils,
office, or employed by virtue
ested, directly or indirectly,

the Board of Water Commissionand no person appointed to any
of this ordinance, shall be interin any contract, bargain, sale or

agreement, except for the use of water, in relation to the Wa-

ter Works, or any matter or thine connected therewith
wherein the City is interested; and all contracts, bargains,
sales or agreements nade in violation of this section shall be
utterly void as to the City.
Sec. 15. It shall be the duty of the Board of Water Commissioners, as soon after its organization as may be practicable, to cause to be prepared by some competent person, and
to be kept in the office of the Superintendent, a chart or plan
upon which shall be represented the highways, streets, and
places in and through which the pipes of said Water Works
are laid, and upon which shall be designated, by appropriate
figures and characters, the exact length of the pipes, the precise location in such highways, streets, or places of each pipe,
hydrant, gate, or point of junction of the service pipe; and
whenever any extension of the main pipes shall be made, or
additions or changes of, or in, hydrants, gates, or service
pipe, the same shall be, from time to time, accurately designated upon said chart or plan.
Src. 16. The Board of Water Commissioners is authorized
to make all such regulations in regard to the use of the water
and of the service pipe, and for the protection of the main:
pipes and other property appertaining to the Water Works,
as they may deem reasonable and proper.

CHAPTER

VII.

OF CITY MESSENGER.

Section. 1. There shall be elected, in the month of January
annually, or whenever a vacancy may happen, by the City
Councils, a City Messenger, who may be removed at the pleas-ure of the City Councils.
It shall be his duty to receive,.
deliver, and execute all notifications, summonses and precepts
issued by the Mayor, the President of the Common Council,
the City Councils, or either branch thereof, or by any committee of the same, and make due return thereof.
He shall
prepare and arrange the rooms in which the Common Council
and the Board of Aldermen shall hold their sessions, or either

of
of
as
of

them when in session separately, and under the direction
the proper officer, provide fuel, lights and such other things
may be necessary for the accommodation of both branches
the City Councils, or any committee thereof.
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Src. 2. He shall receive and deliver all notifications to
officers elected by the City Councils, or by the Board of Aldermen, and he shall deliver all notifications to committees
upon the request of the City Clerk, the Clerk of the Common

Council, or the Chairman of any Committee.
He shall have
the superintendance of the City Hall and all other rooms belonging to the City in said building, except the stores under
said hall, and see that they are kept in good condition.
Sec. 3. He shall render an account of the receipts arising
from the letting of the hall to the Mayor and Aldermen at the
close of each month, or oftener if required, and such sum as
may be in his hands he shall pay to the City Treasurer and
take his receipt therefor, and deliver such receipt to the City
Clerk.
He-shall receive for his services such compensation
as the City Councils may from time to time determine.

‘CHAPTER

VIII.

FIRE ENGINEERS.
‘Section 1. That in the month of May, A. D. 1874, and there‘after in the month of January, annually, there shall be appointed by the board of Mayor and Aldermen, a Chief Eneineer and six Assistant Engineers, to hold their offices one
year, or until others are appointed and qualified to fill their
places; and they shall constitute the Board of Engineers, and
perform all the duties, and exercise all the powers of Firewards, provided, however, that they shall be subject to removal
at any time by the Mayor and Aldermen, who shall have power
to fill vacancies.
‘Src: 2. The By-Laws adopted by the Board of Engineers
‘of the Keene Fire Department, April 25, 1870, and all rules
and regulations they have since adopted and that are now in
force, shall be considered as continuing in force, and the
Board appointed under this ordinance shall have power to
make such other rules and By-Laws as may be deemed necessary, provided they shall not be repugnant to, or inconsistent
with the laws of the State or the ordinances of the City.

CHAPTER

IX.

CITY SOLICITOR.
Section 1. There shall be elected after the first Tuesday
of January in each year and in the month of January in each
year or whenever any vacancy may exist, by the City Councils

dl

in joint convention and by joint ballot, a Solicitor for the City
of Keene, who may be removed at the pleasure of the City
Councils.
Src. 2. It shall be the duty of the City Solicitor to draft
all obligations or legal instruments that may be required of
him by any ordinance or order of the Mayor and Aldermen or
Common Council, or which by any such ordinance heretofore
passed or may hereafter be passed by the City Councils are
requisite and necessary or may become requisite and necessary
to be done and made between the City of Keene in its corporate capacity and any person contracting with the City and
which by law, usage, or agreement, the said City is to be at
the expense of drawing; also to commence and prosecute all
suits that may be brought by order of the City, for or on account of any estate right, claim, privilege, or demand of the
City ; also to appear in defence, in all actions or suits brought
against the City or its officers in their official capacity wherein
the rights, estate, privileges, ordinances, or acts of the City
or any branch thereof may be brought in question before any
court in this State, and shall do all and every other professional act which may be required of him by the City government or by any committee of the City Councils or either board
thereof; and when required by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen or Common Council or any committee of the City Councils or either branch thereof, he shall furnish a written opinion
of any legal question or subject that may be submitted to him,
and he shall also at all times furnish legal advice to any officer
of the City who may require his opinion upon any subject
touching the duties incumbent on such officer. He shall when
requested by the Mayor, City Marshal or Assistant Marshal,
commence and prosecute before the Police Court any suit or
complaint that may be brought by the order of either of said
officers for the violation of any ordinance of the City or law
of the State.

CHAPTER
*

°

OF BILLIARD

X.
SALOONS.

Section 1. No person shall keep a billiard table in the City
of Keene, except for private use, unless a license therefor in
writing, specifying the place in which the same is to be kept,
shall first be obtained from the Mayor and Aldermen.
Src. 2. Every person shall pay for such license, for the
use of the city, such sum as the Mayor and Aldermen may re- .
quire ; and such license shall

be revoked

and annulled at the

32

pleasure of the Mayor and Aldermen, and shall be forfeited
upon conviction of the violation of any of the provisions of
this chapter.
Sec. 38. No keeper of a illiard table shall allow or per mit.
any minor to play at billiards, or any other game, in his
saloon, or to remain therein or in any room connected therewith, except with the consent of the father, or guardian, of
such minor, nor permit or suffer any game whatever to be
played in said saloon, or any room connected therewith, after
the hour of ten in the evening of any day.
Sec. 4. The person violating any of the provisions of this
ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not less than one dollar nor more than ten dollars, and shall also be required to
keep the peace and be of good behavior.

CHAPTER. XI.
DUTIES OF HEALTH COMMISSIONERS.
Section 1. The City Councils shall, after the first Tuesday in January and in the month of January in each year and
‘whenever any vacancy shall occur, elect by joint ballot and in
joint convention, three persons, who shall be styled Health
Commissioners, and who shall each of them have power to
carry into execution all the laws of the State and ordinances
of the City Councils, made for the preservation of the health
of said City.

Sec. 2.

It shall be the duty of the Health Commissioners

and,each of them to inquire into all nuisances and other causes
of danger to the public health, and whenever they shall know
or have cause to suspect that any nuisance or other thing injurious to the public health is in any building or enclosure,
they shall make complaint under oath to some Justice of the
Peace, who

shall issue a warrant

directed to them to search

such building or enclosure, and they may by virtue thereof ‘in
the day time forcibly enter therein and make search.
Src. 3. The Health Commissioners may give notice to the
owner or occupant of any building or enclosure to remove or
destroy any nuisance or other thing deemed by them on examination to beiinjurious to the public health within a certain
limited time therein named, and in case such owner or occupier,

the said notice having been given to him or left at his usual
place of abode, shall neglect to comply therewith, the said
Health Commissioners may forcibly enter such building or
enclosure, and cause said nuisance or other thing aforesaid to
be removed or destroyed.
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‘Sec. 4. They may employ such assistants 'and laborers: as
may be necessary, and if resisted shall have the same power
that sheriffs have by lawto command assistance, and any person willfully resisting them or their assistants or laborers in
making search or removing any such nuisance or other thing
aforesaid, shall be deemed offenders against the peace and
dignity of the statute in such case provided.
;

Sec.5.

When the owner of any building or enclosure shall

‘be unknown to the Health Commissioners or shall not reside
‘in the City, and the same shall be unoccupied or the occupant
is unable, in their opinion, to remove the same, they may
without any previous notice immediately cause any nuisance
‘or other thing by them deemed injurious to the public health
found therein to be removed or destroyed.
Sec. 6. The owner or occupier of any building or enclosure shall be liable to pay the expense of the removal or destruction of any such nuisance or other thing as aforesaid,

including the fees of the Health Commissioners who may order or cause the same to be removed, and the same may be
recovered by action to be brought by the Health Commissioners in the name of the City.
Sec. 7. If any person shall place or leave or cause to be
placed or left in or near any highway, street, alley, dwelling
house or public place or in any water where the current will
not remove the same, any substance lable to become putrid
or offensive or injurious to the public health, he shall be
deemed guilty of a violation of the provisions of this ordinance.
Sec. 8. No person shall! erect or continue any privy or pig
sty within forty feet of any street or of the dwelling, shop,
or well of any other person, unless the same are sufticiently
secured and enclosed, or shall erect or keep and maintain the
same so near the dwelling house of another as in the judgment
of the Health Commissioners shall be anuisance. And whenever any privy, drain or sty for swine shall become offensive
or obstructed, the same shall be cleansed and made free, and
the owner, agent, occupant or other person having charge of
the premises in which any privy, drain or sty for swine may
be situated, the state or condition of which shall be in violation of the provisions of this ordinance, shall remove, cleanse,
alter, amend or repair the same within such reasonable time
after a notice in writing to that effect shall be given to either
of them by the City Marshal or any of the Health Commissioners as shall be expressed in such notice. In case of neglect
or refusal so to do, the Health Commissioners may cause the
same to be removed, altered, amended or repaired as they
may deem necessary, at the expense of the owner, occupant
or other person aforesaid.
i)
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Sec. 9. The Health Commissioners shall cause to be re~
moved all nuisances or other things deemed by them injurious
to the public health, found in any highway, street, alley, public place, or in any water where the current will not remove
the same.
Sec. 10. From the fifteenth day of May to the first day of
October in each year, no owner or occupant of any building,
dwelling house or enclosure shall throw or cause to be thrown,
or through any sink or sink-spout cause or permit to run upon
the top of the ground or in and about the premises in which
he may live or occupy, any. waste water, dish-water or any
liquid so as to become putrid or offensive or in any way affect.
the health of the city.
Sec. 11. The owner, agent, occupant or other person
having the care of any tenement used as a dwelling-house,
shall, when required by the Health Commissioners or by the
City Marshal, under their direction, furnish the same with a
suitable privy of sufficient capacity, in proportion to the number of inhabitants of such dwelling house.
Sec. 12. If the Health Commissioners shall at any time
be satisfied that any tenement, used as a dwelling house, is
not provided with suitable privy as aforesaid, and in their
opinion it shall be necessary for the public health, they may
give notice in writing to the owner thereof or his agent or
tenant, requiring such owner, agent or tenant, within such
time as they shall appoint, to cause a proper and sufficient
privy to be constructed for such tenement, to be common and
subject to the use of the inhabitants thereof. And in case of
neglect or refusal to obey such notice, the Health Commissioners shall have power to cause such privy to be made for
such tenement, the expense of which shall be paid by such
owner or agent.
Sec. 13. Any person who shall offend against any of the
provisions of this ordinance, for which a penalty has not been

provided, shall forfeit and pay for each offence a penalty of
not less than one nor more than twenty dollars.
eel

CHAPTER

XII.

SALARIES OF CERTAIN CITY OFFICERS.

Section 1. The Mayor shall receive in full for his services as Mayor, head of the police, and for all other duties appertaining to his office, the sum of two hundred dollars per |
year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments.
.
Sec. 2. TheCity Clerk shall receive for his services, and

all duties connected with his office, the sum of three hundred
cand fifty dollars per year, to be paid in equal quarterly pay_ ments, and all fees appertaining to said office.
Src. 3. The City Solicitor shall receive in full for his serwices as City Solicitor, and for all the duties appertaining
to his office, the sum of fifty dollars per year, to be paid in
equal semi-annual payments.
Src. 4. The City Messenger shall receive in full for his
_ services, and all the duties appertaining to his ‘office, the
‘sum of two hundred dollars per year, ‘to be paid in equal
quarterly payments.
Sec. 5. The City Treasurer ‘shall receive in full for his
‘services and all the duties appertaining to his office, the sum
of fifty dollars per year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments.

Sec. 6. The Superintendent of highways shall receive in
full for his services, and all the duties appertaining to his office, the sum of five hundred dollars per year, to be paid in
equal quarterly payments.
Sec. 7. The Clerk of the Common Council shall receive
‘in full for his services, and all the duties appertaining to his
Office, the sum of fifty dollars per year, to be paid in equal
quarterly payments.
Src. 8. The City Marshal shall receive in full for his services rendered by him to the City, the sum of one hundred
dollars per year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments.
Sec. 9. The Assistant City Marshal shall receive in full
for all services.rendered by him to the City, the sum of fifty
dollars per year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments.
Sec. 10. The Collector of Taxes of the City shall receive
in full for his services, and all duties appertaining to his office,

the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars per year, to be paid
in equal quarterly payments.
Sec. 11. The regular pay of the Police and Watchmen
shall be two dollars and twenty five cents per day while actually employed, payable monthly.
Sec. 12. The Justice of the Police Court shall receive in
full for his services as Police Justice, and for all duties appertaining to his office, the sum of one hundred dollars per
year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments, and the usual
fees of a Justice of the |Peace, in all cases entered in said
Court.
Sec. 138. The Overseers of the Poor shall receive in full
for their services, the sum of twenty dollars each, per year,
to be paid at the expiration of their term of office.
Sec. 14. Each of the selectmen and the Ward Clerk of
each ward in the City shall receive in full for his services, and
for all the duties appertaining to his office, the sum of five

dollars per year, to be paid at the expiration of his official
ear.
Src.-15. The Moderator of each ward shall receive in full
for his services, and for all the duties appertaining to his office, the sum of two dollars per year, to be paid at the expiration of his official year.
Src. 16. The Chief Engineer of the Fire Department shall
receive the sum of thirty dollars, and each of the Assistant
Engineers the sum of twenty-five dollars per year in full for
their services, and for all duties appertaining to their respective offices, to be paid at the expiration of their official year.
Src. 17. The Water Commissioners shall receive in full
for their services, and for all the duties appertaining to their
office, the sum of thirty dollars each, per year, payable in
equal quarterly payments.
Sec. 18. The Assessors shall receive the sum of two dollars and fifty cents each, per day, for each day while actually

employed in the assessment
monthly.

and abatement of taxes, payable

CHAPTER

XIII.

OF LICENSING SHOWS.
Srotion 1.. The Mayor, or in his absence, the President of
the Common Council, shall have power to license all public
shows, circuses,

caravans

and

concerts

on

such terms

and

conditions as to him may seem reasonable and just.
Src. 2... Any person who shall set up, maintain or exhibit
any public show, circus or caravan without license as aforesaid, or contrary to the terms and conditions of said license,
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars.

CHAPTER
OF

OBSERVING

THE

XIV.
LORD’S

DAY.

Srctron. 1. No person shall keep open his store, cellar,
restaurant or bar room, or shall sell, give, offer or expose for
gale any cider, beer, ale or intoxicating liquors of any kind,

or fruits, nuts, confectionery, or oysters, or books, pamphlets,

news papers or merchandise of any kind, on the first day of
the week, commonly called the Lord’s Day ; nor shall any per;
son use any play or game on that day.

a7
Sec. 2. For the purpose of the provisions of the first section of this chapter, the Lord’s Day shal! be understood to
include the time between the midnight preceding, and the
midnight of said day.
Sec. 3. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prevent any baker from delivering bread, or any
druggist or apothecary from selling medicine, or the City Liquor Agent from selling liquors for medicinal purposes, under
such rules and regulations as may be established by the board
of Mayor and Aldermen.
Sec. 4. No person shall keep open his saloon, restaurant
or bar-room nor offer or expose for sale any cider, beer, ale or
intoxicating liquors of any kind, between the hours of half
past nine o’clock in the evening and five o’clock in the morning, except the restaurant

in the

depot in said Keene;

and

the City Marshal is hereby instructed to see that this ordinance is strictly enforced.
Sec. 5. Any person offending against any of the provisions of this chapter, shall be fined not less than one dollar or
more than ten dollars for each offence.
Src. 6. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent
with the provisions of this ordinance, are hereby repealed.

CHAPTER
RELATING

XV.

TO WOODLAND

CEMETERY.

‘Section 1.
The Joint Standing Committee ‘on Burial
Grounds shall have the general superintendence of Woodland
Cemetery, so called. Said Committee shall have full power
to direct the Superintendent in the discharge of all the duties of
his office. They shall, with the Superintendent, appraise the
lotsin said Cemetery that are unsold, and have the price
marked upon a plan that shall be kept in the custody of the

Superintendent.

Src. 2. All the grades and improvements of avenues, pathways or grounds of said Cemetery, shall be under the direction of the Committee and Superintendent, who shall also
have power to enforce all the laws of the State in relation to
Cemeteries.
Sec. 3. Inthe month of January, annually, or whenever
a vacancy shall occur, there shall be chosen by the City Coun-cils, in convention, a Superintendent of Woodland Cemetery,,
who, in addition to the duties

before prescribed in this ordi-

nance, shall have custody of the funds of said Cemetery;

he
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shall keep the same deposited in one of the Savings Banks of
the City, and have his bank book at all times ready for the
inspection of the Mayor.
He shall. dispose of the vacant
lots at their appraisal, collect all bills due, and deposit the
proceeds with the general fund, and at the end of each municipal year, make a financial report to the Mayor and Aldermen.
He shall see that the Cemetery is kept neat and in order in all its parts, and pay out of the Cemetery Fund, all
bills for work or materials for any improvements ordered by
the Committee on burials, and superintend or execute all things
ordered by said Committee.
|
Sno. 4. The Superintendent shall furnish such bonds as
the board of Mayor and Aldermen may direct, and for his
‘services shall receive the sum of fifty dollars per annum.

CHAPTER

XVI.

OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Resolved by the City Councils of Keene:
That whereas the Keene Public Library Association nat
voted “that it is expedient to surrender to the City of Keene
the shares and all other property belonging to the Keene
Public Library Association whenever the City shall decide to
accept the same and to keep the Library in suitable apartments, in good condition for the use of the inhabitants of the
City, under suitable regulations, and for the first five years
expend a sum not less than three hundred dollars per annum,
and thereafterwards a sum not less than five hundred dollars
per annum for the purchase and repair of books for the Library; said sums to be raised and expended as above until such
time as the Library shall have an income of not less than one |
thousand dollars per annum derived from other sources ;” the
said City of Keene hereby accepts the surrender of said
shares and property upon the terms, conditions and limitations expressed in said vote, and hereby agrees faithfully to
comply with and perform said terms and conditions.

Be it ordained by the City Councils of Keene:
Section 1. That, from and after the passage of this ordinance, there shall be established and maintained in the City
of Keene a Free Public Library, which at all proper times
and under such suitable regulations as may hereafter be
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adopted by the City Councils or a Committee authorized for
that purpose for the preservation of the books, shall be accessible to the inhabitants of Keene.
Src. 2. Said Library shall consist of the books and documents presented to the City of Keene by the Keene Public
‘Library Association, and such other books as may be presented by individuals or purchased with money appropriated or
given for that purpose.
Src. 3.
The joint standing Committee on the Public
Library shall have the ‘general charge and management of
said Library, may appoint a Librarian and define his duties,
and may make all such rules and regulations for the management of said Library as may seem necessary or proper; but
the City Councils shall determine the salary of the Librarian,
and may at any time rescind, alter, or amend, any of said
rules or regulations.
ee

*

CHAPTER

XVII.

CITY SEAL.
Section 1. The Seal of the City of Keene shall be as follows: A circle one inch and five-eighths in diameter; around
the border in capital letters the words ‘City of Keene” in
the upper portion, and the words ‘‘ New Hampshire” in the
lower portion; on the disk a figure of Justice seated, with
her right arm resting on a circular shield. having represented
upon it an arm in the act of striking with a hammer; on the
right an inverted horn with coins issuing therefrom; on the
left a toothed

wheel and

in the background;
border.

sheaves

of wheat;

a railroad train

the figures 1874 underneath

within the

AO
CHAPTER
RESOLUTION

RELATIVE

TO

XVIII.
MANCHESTER

AND

KEPNE

RAILROAD.

A Joint Resolution to carry out the popular will,'as expressed
by the legal voters of the City of Keene, by a majority exceeding a two-thirds vote, at a legal meeting held on the
seventh day of November, 1874.
Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as follows:
That a sum equal to three per cent. on the last property valuation of the City of Keene as made by the assessors thereof,
be raised and appropriated as a gratuity to the Manchester
and Keene Railroad Company, to aid

in the

construction

of

that part of said Railroad which shall be laid out and established between Greenfield in the County of Hillsboro and the
terminus at the City of Keene, and such sum is hereby appropriated for that purpose, provided that no part of said sum
shall be paid in money or bonds or be liable to be paid as
aforesaid to said Railroad Company, until said Road shail be
completed for use from said Greenfield to said Keene, or until
the City Councils shall have satisfactory guaranty from responsible persons that it will be so completed on or before the first
day of December, A. D. 1878, and the Councils shall so
determine by a joint resolution; and the said City hereby
reserves to itself the right to pay said gratuity in bonds of the
said City like as her einafter described, to be taken by said
Railroad, at par, in discharge of this obligation.
Resolved further, that in order to meet the for egoing obligation of the City the bonds of the City in sums of one hundred,
two hundred, three hundred, five hundred, and one thousand
dollars respectively, signed by the Mayor and President of the
Council and countersigned by the Treasurer of the City, shall
be issued at par with interest coupons attached at the rate of
six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, the principal
in said bonds to be made payable at such respective times that
the whole amount of the sum so appropriated shall be payable
in not more than thirty years, and at least three per cent.: of
said sum be payable annually, commencing with the third year
after the issuing of said bonds.

ANNUAL
REPORT

REPORTS.

OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

To the City Councils of the City of Keene:
The Joint Standing Committee on Finance respectfully lay
before the City Councils the following statement of all receipts
and expenditures from May 5th to December Ist, 1874, together with a schedule of property, real and personal, belonging to the City, and the value thereof, and the amount of the

City debts.

Expenditures.
TOWN OFFICERS AND ORDINARY

TOWN

CHARGES.

S. L. Babcock, Town Hall Agent,
J. W. Sturtevant, Town Clerk,
Geo. B. Twitchell, Moderator,
Spencer & Son, repairs on City Hall building,
Keene Gas Light Co., gas in Hall,
Howland & Son, moving Town safe,
K. Lynch, whitewashing and plastering,
W. Hz. Spalter & Co.,
L. P. Alden, Selectman,
S. O. Gates,
ue
W.P. Cochran,
“
D. Buss & Co., repairing floor in French’s shop,

$ 35
85.
20
2
38
4
5
42
75
87
82
30

00
00
00
25
95
50
85
95
00
50
50
54

W. B. Allen, printing,

37 75

H.S. Martin, postage,
EK. Gustine, two lamp-posts,
W.S. Whitcomb, Clerk of Councils,

3 00
70 00
12 50

A.S. Carpenter, damage to fence,

DEG:

6

42
L. Martin, Assessor,

62 50

O. H. Gillett,
L. Nims,

87 50
62 50

°°
a

fF. E. Newcomb,

S. B. Crossfield, ‘¢
E. P. Hardy, Special TOHCe:
John Bennett,
Ww. W. Mason.
ne
L. Bridge, Jr.,
td
J. A. Cressey,
et
J. R. Rogers,
ES
W. H.Babbitt,
6

112 50

.

.

50
11
4
4
4
4
4
4

00
25
50
50
50
50
50
50

Amos Gale, Police,

276 75

Sam’l H. Kimball, City Messenger,
Wright & Mason, sawdust,
*°
S. L. Babcock, Special Police,

101 50
3 50
4 50

Mrs. Clary, cleaning,

2 50

H. S. Martin, City Clerk,
E. Gustine, repairing and cleaning street lamps,
S. Wadsworth, cutting grass in cemetery, Washington
street,

87 50
03 75
7 00

Sanborn & Hubbard, fixing gas pipes,
Keene Gas Light Co., repairing lamp-post and extra
lights,
J. N. Morse, printing,
E. Gustine, hose and fixtures,
Mrs. Foley, cleaning,
Knowlton & Stone, lawn mower, rake &c.,
J. & J. Berry & Co., city seal,
A. R. & E. S. Foster, floor in fish market and boards
in hall,
N. G. Woodbury, labor testing road machine,
J. H. McGregor, damage to buggy,
Mrs. Young, damage to team and person,
D. W. Wilson, damage by sandwash,

28
10
6
00
65

Knowlton & Stone, hose and fixtures,

14 50

Guild
Davis,
G. F.
Keene

& Delano, police badges,
Wright & Co., stove and fixtures,
Starkweather, insurance,
Water Works, water in City Hall,

;

23 74

93 23
25 75
8 60
1 50
23 95

30 75

8
45
62
13

97
00
00
00
00
75
80
50
50

$2,087 70
Amount of appropriation unexpended by
Selectmen, May, 5th, 1874,
©
$ 38 28
‘¢
of appropriations by City Councils, 3,000 00

Total,

$3,038 28

43

Fire Department.
Skinner, Day & Co., lamp oil &c.,
ass oy: Asst. Engineer,

4 51
4 17

work at Kngine Houses,
ares Boyd & Sons, new ME
Jobn Clark,

11 83
856 35
458 00

Davis, Wright & Co., work and sundries,

59 38

Cheshire R. R. Co., freight on new hose carriage,
*
sé
rent of land,

14 0@
30 00

N. G. Guernsey

& Sons, refreshments,

1 30

L. J. Tuttle, Asst. Engineer,
E. Gustine, gas burner, Deluge House,
Phoenix Hose Co., pay roll,
Washington Hook & Ladder, pay ne
Deluge Engine Eompany,
Neptune
‘
os
Amoskeag Mf’g. Co., hose carriage,
Knowlton & Stone, sundries,
J. B. Fisher & Co., covering table for Phenix Co.,
Dort & Chandler, oil and alcohol,
J. Kingsbury, packing hydrants, «c.,

35.
1
190
190
218
180
600
9
1
3
21

00
00
00
00
50
50
00
33
25
45
55

$2,890 12

Balance of appropriation, May 5, 1874, $4,265 95.

Highways
J.D. Colony, Supt.,

and

Bridges.
$ 7,946 06

D. B. Stearns,

8 50

L. P. Petts,
Daniel Darling,

9 75
6 25

E. Smith,
B. F. Wheeler,

3 00
2 00

L. Bridge, Jr.,
J. S. Blake,

2 50
33 88

Chas. Abbott,
John Lawrence,

17d
5 00

C. W. Heaton,
Calvin Curtis,

79 15
4 20

Chas. Wright,

20 00

W. H. Woodward,
John H. Robbins,

4 00
34 79

$8,160 83
Balance of appropriation, May 5, 1874, $9,183 29.

44
LAND

DAMAGES.

J. C. Lettenmayer,

$61 00

G. A.
W.H.
W.S.
Abram

20
50
300
20

Balch,
Babbitt,
Whitcomb,
Seaver,

.

00
00
00
00

$481 00

City Farm.
J..Whitney, cattle,
iy
Ce)
Geo. B. Twitchell, medical attendance,
E.. Leach, bal. salary,
Benj. V. Smith, salary,
J. R. Beal & Co., clothing,
D. Buss & Co., one cistern,

$226
300
3
14
155
10
8

R. Nims,

4 77

C. H. Clark,
J. H. Smith,
Gay & Whitcomb,
A. H. Grimes, groceries,
Keyes & Stratton,

68
05
00
00
13
40
50

‘

Knowlton & Stone,

50
00
48.
82

113

62

34 12

D. B. Silsby & Co.,
O. H. Gillett & Co.,
Joseph Wilson, work,

SEL
4 02
2 20

J. M. Farnum, flour and meal,
Dort & Chandler,
Joseph Whitney, services,
J. H. Robbins,
Willson & Spaulding,
C. Bridgman,
EK. Town,

Dr. Kittredge, medical attendance,

13
2
20
41

31 49
2D: Al

3

15
4
16
41

60
00
25
08

8 75

|

7 50

Jones, Spencer & Son,

21.27

. P. B. Hayward & Co.,
R. N. Whitney & Co.,

2 75
10 07

J. & D. A. Brown,

H. W. Cooper, bedstead,
E. Burr & Co., provisions,

L. Pemberton,

-*

8 60
2 50
18 92

2 60

$1,181 84

45

Paupers

off Farm.

John Ryan,
A. L. Parker, jail,

$17 50
42 50

S. D. Nash,

3 85

Mrs. Carey,

14 50

A. Pike,
Ellen Lines,
Abijah Weatherbee,
J. T. Danforth, jail,
Mrs. H. H. Marsh,
Wm. Ruffle,
D. Bunker,
David Marsh,

:

c

Geo. K. Clasby,

|

E. S. Greenwood,
James Foley,

57
3
26
8

00
50
00
25

38
46
10
125

75
10
00
00

10 00
5 00
6 00

J. W. Starkey,

75

M. J. Sherman,
Geo. B. Twitchell,
John Kathan,

2, 25
35 00
15 00

E. Cheney,

25 50
$492 45

Insane

Asylum.

Edwin R. Merry,

$ 26 34

Lizzie Pierce,

128 69

Andrew Ryder,

122 44
$277 47

Reform

School.

Emma F. Smith,
Chas. S. Ruffle,
Elmer W. Palmer, county pauper,
Abijah H. Kingsbury,
Mary Page,
Ira E. Withington,

$25
52
26
52
27
16

14
00
00
00
14
57

$198 85

46

County

Paupers.

Thomas Keaton,
Mrs. J. O’Neil,
Welcome Leonard,
Mrs. J. Ryan,
John Barney,

F. Gallagher,
Gabriel Rock,
Frank Hathaway,
Mrs. Whelton,
Mrs. Nolan,
Mr. Lemere,
Mrs. Tooey,
J. Murray,

Balance of appropriation May 5, 1874,
Appropriated by City Council,

$1,511 30
800 00

Received for support of county paupers,

$261 64

288 74
$2600 04

Schools.
Appropriation.

District No.
66

66

€6

66

$9,280 48

~~)

448
221
155
168
241
148
141
181

we

olUNSP
we

we
wo

aie
OG

bo
Oo
OUP
DNS
9

aids KY
ceed40

Marlboro’

36
68
00
34
68
34
67
67

408 35
155 01

a

District,

DISTRICT

62
215
155

33 33

$6,790

$11,583 91
SCHOOL

Expended.

$5,500
300
103
155
65
170
65

NO.

3, FOR

Amount assessed,
Paid A. M. Holt, Committee,

REPAIRS

OF SCHOOL

HOUSE.

$50 00

$50 00

47

Lighting

Street

Lamps.

K. Gustine & Co.,
Balance of appropriation, May 5, 1874,

Simmons

$700 00

$1,050 00

Fund.

Rosalinda M. Brown,
Eunice Hall,

$12 00
12 00

$24 00

Amount in Treasury, May 5, 1874,

Judgment
Chas. R. Hardy, iudgment,

$90 00

of Court.

Costs

and interest,

$4,136

74

No appropriation.

Town
Town Note,
Appropriation by City Council,
Town Bonds and Interest,
Appropriation by City Council,
Interest on the Water Loan,
Appropriation by City Council,

For

Tomb

Debt.
$4,000, 00

$4,000 00
$3,266 00

$3,266 00
$4,440 00

$3,000 00

in Catholic

Catholic Church Society,
Appropriated by Town,

-

—

$11,706 00

Cemetery.
$500 00
500 00

48

Recapitulation.
RECEIPTS.
Balance in Treasury May 5, 1874,

$2,461

47

‘©
To credit of Water Works, May 5, 1874,
Se
Doe bund,
Received from Collector, 1878,
ce
es
1874,

394
385
1,700
45,800

70
00
00

es

‘*

‘¢
for
ik
‘©
{oe

00
288 74

County on Pauper Account,
Licenses,
Railroad Tax,
Savings, bank Lax,

50 00
8,576 30
6,426 68

Re

‘6

Literary Fund,

ae
ee
ef
es
=
as

‘*
‘“¢
‘¢
‘¢
‘¢
‘¢

Insurance Tax,
U.S. Bounties, refunded,
Interest on State Bonds,
State Bonds sold,
10th Assessment, Water Works,
Old Hose sold,

162
62
422
1,500
2,855
13

E. Farrar, Police Court fines,
QQ. D. Pratt, for use reservoir,
~H..S. Martin, rent stores City Hall,
6S. H. Kimball, rent Hall,
rene Dd aplayeereli\
t
O. Gates, on account paupers, ~
Hay from oy ahha

42
50
15085
299
437
5 00
17 25

‘¢ from
6 6 6
‘
«
66
¢
ee
es
«8.
‘¢ for

604 34

66

66

Veal

6

6

Water and rent pipe City Hall building,

66

8

75
44
33
00
50
00
00
00
007
90
62

00

13 75

$68,611

77

State tax,
$12,236
County tax,
7,806
Fire Department,
2,890
Ordinary City charges,
2,087
Highways and Bridges,
8,160
Simmons Fund,
24
County paupers,
261
Town paupers,
1,674
Lighting street lamps,
700
Interest on water loan,
4,440
C. R. Hardy, judgment of court against the Town, 4,136
Town note,
4,000
Tomb in Catholic Cemetery,
500
Town bonds and interest,
3,266

00
76
12
70
83
00
64
29
00
00
74
00
00
00

EXPENDITURES.

49

481
6,790
O77
198
2,117
50

Land damages,
Schools,
Insane Asylum,
Reform School,
Repairs on Water Works,
Repairs school house District No. 3,

06
58
AT
85
51
00

$62,099 49
ASSETS, DECEMBER 1, 1874.
Cash assets,
Dog tax, 1874,
State bonds on hand,
Due from Collector, 1873,
66

66

1874,

Hf
Supt. Water Works, 10th assessment,
Note of EK. Burr & Co., for cattle,

$ 7,711
"252
12,200
3,164
13,988
893
235

23
00
00
92
13
24
00

$38,444 52
INDEBTEDNESS.

Unpaid orders,

$19,700 00
200 00
1,450 95

Balance of assets over and above indebtedness,

$21,350 95
$17,093 57

Town bonds,
Town note,

SCHEDULE

OF

PROPERTY
BELONGING
THE CITY.

City Hall Building,
Furniture in same,

City Farm,
Personal property on farm,
Fire Dep’t, engines, hose-carriages, hose, &c.,
Liquors at City Agency,
Lawn-mower, hose, rakes, &c.,

TO

$25,000
591
2,700
1,407
10,000
639
30

00
50
00
00
00
18
00

$40,367 68

50
We have examined the
City Clerk, and find that
are duly authenticated by
several items are correctly

Treasurer’s books and those of the
all the payments therein recorded
appropriate vouchers and that the
cast.
HORATIO COLONY,
F. A. FAULKNER,
WM. DINSMOOR,
N. G. WOODBURY,
Committee on Finance.

To the City Councils of the City of Keene:
The Committee on Finance respectfully lay before the City
Councils the following estimate of the amount of money necessary to be raised for the ensuing financial year, and recommend that the same be raised by taxation, viz:

To build and repair highways and bridges,
$7,500 00
Salaries of City officers and ordinary City charges, 4,000 00
For Fire Department,
1,500 00
‘* ‘Town paupers,
3,000 00
‘¢
‘¢
‘¢

interest on water loan,
3,000 00
Public Library,
500 00
lighting street lamps,
1,000 00
And for the support of schools and State and County taxes,
the amounts required by law.

HORATIO COLONY,
F. A. FAULKNER,

WM.
N.

DINSMOOR,
G. WOODBURY,

Committee on Finance.

Report of the Superintendent of Highways.
Krrne, December, 1874.

To His Honor the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City
of Keene:
;
GENTLEMEN :—I herewith submit my report of the operations and condition of the Highway Department from May 19
to December 1, 1874.
Immediately after my appointment. to take charge of the
City highways I found it would be impossible for me to give
my personal attention to them all, and where I could not do
so I employed others to take charge of such sections of roads
as would be convenient for them to repair, with instructions

to hire such help as they might need to do the work, and to
put the roads they had charge of in good repair, and see that
they were kept so through the season.
With one or two exceptions they have given perfect satisfaction, and the roads
thus repaired are generally in excellent condition.
A large amount has been expended on the South Keene
roads.
A portion of the roads being new and some part of
them unfinished, made the repairs very expensive. In addition to the large amount as shown in table, a further sum of
$425.13 had "been expended before May 19th, the time I took
charge of the highways.
They are now in such condition
that less than one-half of the amount expended this year will
be required to keep them in good repair the coming year. Expensive repairs have been made on Beaver Brook road, which
is in good condition.
A large number of streets have been thoroughly repaired,
and will need but slight repairs next year, except those where
heavy loaded teams and a large amount of travel pass over
them, and these will not require a large amount expended
upon them.
The repairs of bridges have been quite large. In addition
to those mentioned in table, one new bridge near Marlboro’

52
line has been built; expensive repairs have been made on
three over the ‘*‘ North Branch,” and repairs of several others
have been made, all of which have been charged in the accounts of those having charge of the different sections of road
where the bridges are located.
It is believed that repairs on |
bridges the coming year will be light. In addition to the
work upon sidewalks, as shown by annexed table, many re-

pairs have been made that could not well be separated from
repairs of streets, and are embraced in that account.
Portions of Main and Winchester streets have been covered with
Branch gravel, and no doubt a much larger amount of this
material will be used the coming year than has been used
this, not only on the streets mentioned, but on the wet portions of other streets. It is undoubtedly the cheapest and
best material we have for permanently repairing our wet
streets, as it makes a roadway nearly equal to the McAdam
road.
Three-fourths of the amount appropriated by the town
last March will be sufficient the coming year to keep all the
roads in the city in good repair, build all new streets that will
be required, build and repair all sidewalks for the accommodation of the public, and repair and improve all the streets in
a very thorough and substantial manner.
The amount of repairs and improvements upon the several
roads, streets and sidewalks will be found in the following
table.

Repairs

of Highways.

Charles Abbott, old Walpole road,
$60 03
E. D. Kimball, from Surry road to Gilsum line 47 50
John Lawrence, Beech Hill,
. 88 14
A. J. Blake,
19 00
Chas. Taft and others, South Keene roads,
667 44
J. W. Smith, Swanzey line to Durrell’s and
West Hill,
122 43
Sam’! A. Towne, old Westmoreland road,
33°39
John W. Nye, Middle road, Beech Hill,
91.87
Sylvester Nourse, Beech Hill,
176 50
Miles Davis, Beech Hill and Concord road, 176 55
John Towns, 2d, Appleton road,
10 05
John H. Robbins, Chesterfield road,
133 00
Irvin Curtis, old Westmoreland road,
98 40
Daniel Darling, Surry road,
30 00

do
Sewell Gurler, new Westmoreland road,
Calvin Randall, east road to Surry,
B. V. Smith, road to City Farm,
kK. A. Gunn,
David B. Stearns, from his house to Chesterfield road,
Samuel B. Aldrich,
Joshua Graves, from his house to Marlboro’
road,

W.&A. E. Metcalf, Chapman road,
Charles Eveleth, Branch road,
Beaver Brook road,
Road from Bridge Place to Sullivan line,
Old Gilsum road,
Ash-Swamp Meadow road,

78 06
33 a0
13) ay)
22 50
23 36
5) 00
10 00
5 00
112 16
395 00
D1 50
34 00
14 00

$2,551 87

Repairs
Beech street,
Beaver
‘+
Court
i
Cross
ae
Cara
.*
Church
‘“

of Streets.
$37
Sok
210
32
55
95

Cottage

‘

22

Colorado

‘

By

Douglas

‘

30

Dubar
Emerald °*
Eastern Avenue,

Elm street,
Franklin street,
Grant
we
High
4
Howard
os
Lincoln
ig
Main
Madison
Marlboro

- Maple
North
Oak
Pearl
Renouf

e

‘
‘*

15
45
30
6d
36
29
33
D5
45
180
21
272

"

12

ms
“6
u8
ee

20
31
30
15

54
Roxbury street,

235 00

Railroad
‘“
Spring
ix
Spruce
3
Union
f
Valley
Re
Washingt’n ‘‘
West
1
Winchester ‘‘
Water
a
Sundry repairs of other streets,

31
25
31
22
43
316
225
305
89
153

00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
60

$2,999 10

Construction

of New

Elliot street,
Forest
Grove
island.

Streets.
$ 41 50

‘
‘°
© **

113 00
30 00
80 00

Prospect ‘‘

197 00

Reservoir ‘*‘

19 50

Winchester Court,

23 00
$504 00

Sidewalks.
Beech street,
Church
42
Carroll
ol:
Court
ee
Douglas‘
Elm
Howard
Iceland
Marlboro’
Madison
Pearl
Railroad.
Renouf

Roxbury

Valley
Water

bE
be
‘*
‘°°
‘s
‘
6

‘

$ 30
205
40
41
14
32

00
00
00
00
00
50

15
30
41
14
45
2
23

00
50
00
50
00
eee
50

25 50

cf

25 00
|

165 00
$770 00

55

Bridges.
Beaver Brook road bridge, near D. Bemis’,

$67 00

oh
aa
north of the above, 58 00
Church St. bridge, near W. D. Ballou’s,
81 00

Castle St.“
Mill-race bridge at South Keene,
Surry road bridge, near Chas. Chase place,
Sullivan,road bridge, near Bridge Place,
West St. bridge, near covered bridge,
Repairs on sundry other. bridges,

51
49
387
35
45
65

00
00
50
50
50
00

$489 50
Railings,

|

$81 18

Plank Drains,
Central Park,
Stone Dam,

125 00
47 25
117 50

Flagging in front of City Hall,
Teams passing over land of D. Bemis while
building bridge,
Sewer-grates and setting,
Cheshire Railroad freight bills,
Painting Railings,

91 50

2
32
2
12

00
80
44
35

New tools,

994.92,

Repairing tools,
Pail and dipper,
Printing blanks,

29 56
50
2 00

$644 00

Summary

Statement.

Appropriation,
Received for property sold,
“

‘¢ Errors in bills,

$10,000 00
4 50
a9)

$10,012 41
Expended by Town before Inauguration of City,

Expended by City before May 19th,

$816 71

214 374
$1,031 48
$8,980 93

Amount brought up,
Repairs of highways,

$8,930 93

$2,057

3J

~l

Beaver Brook, Sullivan, Old Gilsum, and |

Ash Swamp Meadow roads,
Repairs of streets,
New streets,

494 50
2,999-16
504 00

Sidewalks,

770 00

Bridges,
Railings,
Plank Drains,
Central Park,
Stone dam,
Flagging in front of City Hall,
D. Bemis, teams passing over land,
Sewer Grates and Setting,
,
Cheshire Railroad Freight Bills,
Painting Railings,

489
81
125
AT
117
91
2
32
2
12

New Tools,

50
18
00
25
50
50
00
80
44
35

9982

Repairing Tools,

[

29 56

Pail and Dipper,
Printing Blanks,

50
200

Unexpended,

7,958 47

$1,022 46
TOOLS.

The City owned the following tools:

1 large road-scraper,

1 plow, 2 iron scrapers, 1 iron bar, 2 drills,
mer, 1 small stone hammer.

1 sledge-ham-

The following new tools have been purchased: 9 roundpoint shovels, 9 square-point shovels, 9 picks, 1 brandingiron, 1 plow, 2 hoes, 1 road-scraper, 1 rake, 1 iron bar, 1 saw.
1874.

RECEIPTS.

June 6, received of H. O. Cooledge, City Treas.,
July 3,
a
66
i
1
Aug. 3,
A
be
a
a
Sept. 9,
ay
66
66
ne
Oct 10,
ce
J
2
ee
Noses
A
2
e
A
66

30.

66

66

66

66

Received of J. A. Drummer for tree cut in Park,

sy

A. K. Knight, for old bridge plank,

$ 522
2,915
905
1,141
945
1,146

90
41
55
45
58
23

768

94

50

2 00

te

I. Rand, error in bill of sand,

2-95

e

Hope Mills, discount on bill lumber,

4 96

ay

Daniel Darling, for old bridge plank,

2 00

$7,958 47

57

Expenditures.
MAY

STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll, ending May 30,
Team work,
Charles Taft, South Keene,

$194 00
256 50
a2
$522 90

JUNE

STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll,

$809

Team work,

623

Charles Abbott,
E. D. Kimball,
John Lawrence,

5d
36
86

A.J. Blake,

19

Charles Taft,
J. H. Smith,
Samuel A. Towne,

356
104
27

John W. Nye,
Sylvester Nourse,
Miles Davis,

42
124
139

John Towns, 2d,
John H. Robbins,

10
80

JULY STATEMENT.
Labor pay roll,
Team work,

$340

213

Irvin Curtis,

97

Daniel Darling,

20

A. Lebourveau,
Rufus Carter,
Charles Taft,
Knowlton & Stone, tools, &c.,
S. A. Towne, rotten stone, Cent. Park walks,

22
21
65
107
19
er

$905 55

AUGUST

Labor pay roll,

STATEMENT.

$341 65

Team work,
Chas. W. Heaton,

8

370 00
6 25

58
A. Lebourveanu,

3 00

Hardy Taft,
L. Whittaker,
Charles Taft,
R. Graves,
L. F. Goodnow, bil! lumber,
H. Starkey, 43 loads

2
2
17
17
12

|
‘

stone,

00
00
50
00
70

10 75

Faulkner & Colony, bill lumber,

183 05

Sewell Gurler,
~
78 00
Daniel W. Robbins, gravel and stone,
42 90
J. & L. Knowlton, lumber, gravel, labor and
team

work,

D0 8d

Chas. Buss & Sons, repairing road-scraper,

3 80

$1,141 45
SEPTEMBER

STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll,

$220 80

Team work,
C. Pressler, bill sand,
I. Rand,
sé

250 U0
66 30
17 70

Geo. F. Starkweather, bill gravel,

12 00

Calvin
B. V.
A. E.
D. W.

33 50
19s
22°30
7d

Randall,
Smith,
Gunn,
Wilson, use of road-scraper,

Samuel A. Towne,

_

*

dD 8d

Mason Guillow, plank,
J. H. Smith,
John W. Nye,
KE. D. Houghton, repairing plow,
Humphrey Machine Co., bill,
Hope Steam Mills, bill lumber,
J. R. Livermore, stone for culverts,

2 14
18 30
49 67
8 00
31 98
49 88
T0004

A. R. & E. S. Foster, lumber and labor,

27 86

W. A. Barrett & Co., bill stone-posts & labor, 16 60
Davis, Wright & Co., pail and dipper,
50
Skinner, Day & Co., powder and fuse,
5 88
Knowlton

& Stone, bill,

27 Aen

Faulkner & Colony, bill lumber,
54 66
D. Bemis, teams passing over land while
building bridge,
2, 00
A. H. Whitney, irons to set sewer-grates on,
i)

$945 58

59
OCTOBER

STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll,

|

$357 65

Team work,

493

00

HW. H. Barker, watering West street at fair
time,
Geo. Holmes, bill blacksmithing,
Lewis Holmes, one saw,
Geo. F. A. Brown, painting railings,

25 00
LONI
jee)
12 35

Miles Davis,
J. F. Nourse, blasting rotten stone,

37 33
20 00

Cheshire Railroad, freight bill,
Daniel Darling,
David B. Stearns,
Geo. F. Starkweather, gravel,

2
10
23
40

John L. Butler, sand,
Faulkner & Colony, bill lumber,

23 40
83. 50

H. T. H. Pierce, labor and material setting
sewer-erates,
Wm. B. Allen, printing blanks,

16 05
2 00

44
00
36
-60

$15158°64
NOVEMBER

STATEMENT.

‘Labor pay roll,

$128 O1

‘Team work,
“Charles Abbott,

170 75
5 02

‘Irvin Curtis,
L. F. Goodnow, plank,
-J. Burnap, bill lumber,
‘D. W. Robinson, gravel,
H. W. Clapp, sewer gates, _

1 00
E120
33 60
1 70
16 00
Jos. F. Nourse, flagging in front of City Hall, 91 50

Geo. Holmes, blacksmithing,

4 05

Moses Ellis & Co., repairing plow,
John H. Robbins,

3 00
42 12

S. B. Aldrich,
Joshua Graves,
E. D. Kimball,
Sylvester Nourse,

5d
10
11
52

Faulkner & Colony, bill lumber,
Knowlton & Stone, hardware,

‘Charles N. Wilder, use of plow,
W.&A. KE. Metcalf,
John Lawrence,
Calvin Benton,
Geo. Cheever, poles for railing,

00
00
00
00

11 46
3 32

50
5 00

2p
32 00

12 40

60
Cheshire R. R. Co., old ties for railing posts,
Charles Eveleth,

4 90
112 16
$768 94

Total expenditure,
$7958 47
Respectfully submitted,
J. D. COLONY,
Superintendent of Highways.

KEENE

WATER

SUPERINTENDENT'S
For the Nine

Months

WORKS.

REPORT

ending

Dec.

1, 1874.

The whole number of service pipes connected
works Dec. 1, 1874, is

with the
— 738

Of this number 15 are owned by the City, the value thereof

being 263.25, and the rates assessed thereon $34.75.
The whole number of applicants supplied, with water, as
shown by 9th assessment, ending June 1,1874, was
709
10th
ch
ron
Decs badouas 45
733
Amount of water rents due Dec. 1, 1874,

Amount of 10th assessment, to Dec. 1, 1874,
Amount collected on above,

Due Dee. 1, 1874,

$893 24

$3,748 74
2,855 50
$893 24

Amount received since Dee. 1,

$3,124 50

Received of Symonds & Bigelow, for service pipe to
connect with tannery, and hydrant,
$141 63

Financial

Report.

RECEIPTS.
Cash in treasury, May 7, 1874,
$ 394
ES pepcopriated by City Councils for interest,
3,000
ie
‘¢ Town for extension water wks, 5)000
Superintendent’s deposits,
2,855
Cash from M. Armstrong,
63

70
00
00
50
57

$11,313 77

1874.
July 27,
Oct. 19,
1.
ce o19,0
‘¢ 19,
TO.
Nov. 7,
‘© = 7,
¢ =~ 7,

EXPENDITURES.
8S. O. Gates, Superintendent,
Knowlton & Stone,
oH Adams,
J. Bo Fisher’ &'Co.,
Cheshire Railroad,
He Gustine,
E. Gustine,
Geo. Goodhue,
~H. Adains, salary,

$187
64
41
40
9
12
864
220
150

Interest on bonds,

4,440

J. Donnelly, for perigee
M. Armstrong,

25
26
70
18
62
50
41
90
00
00

2890
140 73

$6,200 58
Construction

Account.

The amount expended to December
struction account is as follows:

1, chargeable to con-

Geo. Goodhue, 1010 2-6 feet 2-inch pipe,
Cheshire Railroad, freight on pipe,
R. Griffith, cartage,
H. Adams, labor,
H. Adams,
Humphrey Machine Co.,

$220 90
9 60
3.50
19 00
22 50

|

76 30

_ $351 80
Amount. reported March 2, 1874,

|

$150,080

15

Making the whole cost of the works to Dec. 1,74, $150,381
Less ree’d from Symonds & Bigelow on account

95

“F

construction,

Total cost,
We have on hand the following PIOPERY 3
4 gates, valued at

87 feet 4-in. pipe, rained at

eke 63

$150, 240 2
$32 00

62 25

24.35 $s Dares

92 00

Daur
babe
i
4 connection valves and fixtures,

72 00
25 50

§ stop-cocks and fittings,

10 00 —

Lot rubber

30 00

cloth,

Lot twine,
4 shovels,
4 picks,
..-

8 00.
4 00

4 00

1 wrench,
2 pr. tongs,

2 25
10 00

2 lanterns 2.00, oil can .50, 4 pails .80, 1 pr. mitts 6.00,

1 pr. snips 1.88, 2 prs. rubber boots 5.50,
Bush hook 5.00, 8 iron bands and fixtures 25.00,
3 hydrants, valves and stops,
1 valve,
1 padlock 1.25, 1 wrench

9 30

7 38
30 00
24 00
6 50
Oeato

putty knife. 2.25,

Pig lead valued at
900 feet second hand 4-inch cement lined pipe,

25 00
72 00

140 feet 4-inch shell,
1 cross tree, 4 in.,

35 OO
10 00:

$974 93.

The current expenses for the nine months to December 1,.
1874, have been as follows:
Interest on bonds,

$4,440 00:

Printing and stationery,

33 25

Repairs of leaks,
Salaries,
Miscellaneous,
Extraordinary repairs caused by lightning,

125 38.
327 00
£85422
1,105 21

$6,219 56
The income for the works has been:

Amount of assessment No. 10,
Paid by the Town,
Collected from other sources,

$3,748 74
3,009 00
141 638

$6,890 37
Less amount due on 10th assessment,

893 24

$5,997 13

Of the $125.38 for repairs of leaks, the sum of $57.61 is
chargeable to leaks previous
Superintendent.

to my

assuming

the office of

On the 10th day of October the lightning struck the chimney of Lapham & Rawson’s tannery, and running down the
main pipes, damaged them to the extent of $1105.21.

HORACE

ADAMS,
Superintendent.

FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER.
To His Honor the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City
of Keene:

GENTLEMEN :—In obedience to your request we herewith submit the following report of the condition and doings of the
Fire Department from March

1, 1874, to December 1, 1874,

making a term of nine months.

CHANGES.
Since our last annual report the Town voted to purchase a
four-wheeled hose-carriage.
That vote has been carried out
by the purchase of a very substantial carriage of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company.
Jt was further voted that the Board of Engineers station
the hand engine known as Niagara Engine at South Keene,
which vote has been carried out; also, to station a hose-car-

riage near Blodgett’s corner, on West street, which has been
fulfilled.
The new four-wheeled hose-carriage is manned by the Deluge Engine Company, which has been reduced to a company
of twenty men, which makes a reduction of twenty men in
the Department, and yet we think the Department more efficient with this change than before.
The old Deluge Engine
is kept in perfect working order, and its services are in all
probability so very seldom needed that it was deemed expedient to make this change of companies; and should the
emergency come when the services of a hand engine could be
of use, it necessarily would happen when the hose-men could
be put to work upon the engine without detriment to the interests of the City, also making a financial saving of the pay
of twenty men.
The following is a list of the Companies and pay-roll; and
Board of Engineers :
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DELUGE

HOSE

CO., NO.

1—20 MEN.

J. D. Taylor, Foreman, $9 50

James O’Leary,

9 50

T. F. Barrett, Ist Asst.
L. J. Barrett, 2d
“
Frank Nims,
Frank Perry,
Michael Collins,

James

Reason,

9 50

50

Gilbert Perry,

50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
46
ito
tO
(©
€5
(5
KO
CDS
6
4 50

Peter Bouvier,

9 50
9 D0
J 90
9/50
9 50

Eugene Symonds,
'M. J. Barrett,

George Carroll,
D.C. Coats,

J. W. Ingalls,
Frank

Hammond,

Pat. O’Leary,

9 50

Daniel Murphy,
Geo. E. Forbes,
Charles Higgins,
Frank P. Richardson,

9 50

Joseph Bouvier,
Henry H. Ashcroft,

9 50
9 50

Total,

$218 50

The above company is to have but twenty men, when by
natural causes it arrives at this number, which, without

doubt, will be before another year. The Board deemed this
a better way to reduce its numbers, as many of its members
had served the greater part of a year before this change in the
company was determined.

NEPTUNE

HOSE CO., NO. 2.—20 MEN.

. H. Thayer, Foreman $9 50. S. C. Bouvier,
50 H. A. Thompson,
. E. Hall, 1st Asst.,
50 John B. Angill,
VR tiiie, 20. =**
59 Daniel Finn,

O. C. Graves,
C. A. Bouvier,
Jerry Doyle,
H. W. Eastman,
James Hannon,

Daniel Coffey,

50 F. C. Seymour,
50 Wm. Trask,
50 Hugh Bierne,
50 Patrick McDermott,
50
50
CO
CO
EH
CH
OH
OH
Total,

9.50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
$180 50

PHCENIX HOSE CO., NO. 4.—20 MEN.
F. A. White, Foreman, $9 50
G. L. Whitney, Ist As’t 9 50
50
Hep Haynes, 2d
‘“
L. Dwight Darling,
50
A. C. Hemmingway,
50
Henry W. Harvey,
50
Truman H. Smith,
50
50
Justus S. Richardson,
Frank E. Amidon,
50
50
Frank Chapman,
TH
CH
LO
ce
OHO
TO
©
© 50
Patrick Carrigan,

John McGerry,
Frank E. Ellis,
Martin O’Grady,
Augustus Bryant,

9°50
9 50
9 50
9 50

Geo. H. Smith,

9 50

Royal W. Smith,

9 50

Albert E. Fish,

9 50

Ashley E. Ellis,

9 50

Total,

$190 00
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WASHINGTON

HOOK

AND

LADDER.—20

MEN.

G. E. Bradford, FP'man, $9 50
G. N. Peck, Ist Ass’t,
9 50
Jas. G. Harvey, 2d'**
9 50

J. M. Goldsmith,
W.H. Kendall,
J. A. Maxham,

9 50
9 50
9 50

Charles Abbott,

9 50

Albert S. Merry,

9 50

Warren Abbott,
Henry H. Barker,

9 50
9 50

A. L. Parker,
W.H. Preckle,

9 50
9 50

Albert Carpenter,
John A. Cressey,
James M. Cone,
Sylvester J. Tidd,
H. W. Evans,

9 50
9°50)
9 50
9 50
9 50

Alfred Richardson,
Baie Skitt
<A. Spaulding,
|
Total,

9 50
9 50
9 50
ES
$190 00

RECAPITULATION.

Deluge Hose Co., No. 1,

23 men,

$218 50

Neptune
2
No. 2,
19 men,
Phoenix
6
No. 4,
20 men,
Washington Hook and Ladder, 20 men,

Total,

180
190
190

82 men,

50
00
00

$779 00

ENGINEERS.
Virgil A. Wright, Chief,
entitled to
Leonard J. Tuttle, Ist Assistant,
oe
John A. Batchelder, 2d
%
a
John A. Drummer, 3d
va
as
Albert O. Fisk,
Ath
¢¢
te

Wm. H. Babbitt,

5th

“4s

$30
25
25
25
25

<

00
00
00
00
00

25 00
$155 00

Making a total of 88 men, who are paid

$933

00

At South Keene we have stationed the Niagara Engine,
manned by a company of 40 men, not paid; West Street,
No. 7 Hose Station, 10 men, not paid; Hope Mill, No. 5,
Hose Station.
The following is a list of apparatus and location and appraised value of the same:

Deluge Hose Co., No. 1, rear of City Hall,
Phoenix Hose Co., No. 4, Depot ground,
Neptune Hose Co., No. 2, two jumpers, Depot ground

$600 00
300 00
250 00

No. 5 Hose Station, Hope Mills ground,

125 00

No. 7

125 00

fy

West St., near Blodgett’s corner,

Washington Hook and Ladder, No. 1, Depot ground, 300 00
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Niagara Engine, South Keene,
Deluge Engine, station rear City Hall,

Deluge Engine and Hose House,

‘600 ‘06
700 00

1200 00

Neptune Hook & Ladder & Hose House, depot ground, 800 00

Pheenix Hose House, depot ground,
Fire Alarm, City Hall,
519 feet 2 1-2 in. New Leather Hose,

BOO
«4
+
Pee hinen
c
8,000 *
‘¢
Old Leather
‘ very good,
275
‘+ 2in. Old Leather Hose, at So. Keene,

Total Valuation,

800 00
100 00
850
458
3,000
137

00

00
00
50

$10,545 50

Distribution of Hose nearly as follows:
At Deluge

-House,

2 4-2 in,

ass Phoanix....-*'
“ Neptune ‘

nc
ty

* No. 5 Station,
te
me MOT...
*
West St., *
** South Keene Chair Shop, 2 in.,
Total Length of Hose,

1,369 feet.

800
1,300 °°
VANS
300 '*
Zo
4,294 feet.

Number of Fires—None !
Number of Alarms—Two.
The first was caused by your humble servant for the double
purpose of testing the Fire Alarm and the response of the
Department, both of which were entirely satisfactory.
The
second alarm was caused by a chimney burning out. The
firemen were very promptly on the ground, but as their services were not needed, they soon returned to quiet homes. Such
has been the active duty performed the past year; but should
the services of our firemen be required, I have the greatest
confidence in their ability to command the admiration, respect
and esteem of our citizens by the faithful discharge of their
duties.
The Department was called out in the month of June for
parade and !inspection, which was well attended, showing
much true discipline in behavior, and manner in which the apparatus appeared.
The Department is in the best of condition ; officers and men are in the best of humor, ready and
willing to do service when called.
Allow me here to tender my thanks to both officers and
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men for their courtesy to me since I have been connected with
them in the Fire Department; also tomy brother Assistant
Engineers I wish tu return my sincere thanks for their cheerful support in all my duties as the executive officer of the
Department.
THE

INCREASE

OF PAY:

ITS INFLUENCE,

&e..

At our last annual town meeting the town voted to increase
the firemen’s pay to eight dollarsin addition to the sum allowed
by law (which is one dollar and fifty cents.)
This was 4 just
and generous consideration, and, I believe, one of the best
noves that has been made for the Department.
For instance,
it has a tendency to keep our companies full; and our records.
will show that not more than one quarter as many men have
been appointed during the past year as were the previous
year, and men are standing ready to join at a moment’s notice
as I am told by officers of companies.
‘This gives more effective and more reliable men, which is just what we want.
So
much for the increase of pay.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
It is becoming more apparent every day that our city needs
a Steam Fire Engine that shall be kept in readiness so that in
case of any trouble with the water works either being out of
order or their power being diminished from its greatest head
to that of the reservoir on Beech Hill, or a fire in some build-

ing outside the limits of the hydrants, as the Pottery establishments, it could be used.
It will be in some unforseen
manner that we shall see the need of a Steamer.
I trust you
will give due consideration to this subject. —
J would recommend that our City Authorities provide, annually, a supper for the Fire Department, and furnish music
for a Fall Parade to be holden every year in the month of October.
It would cost but a small amount in all, and I think
it would have a good effect.
I could give many reasons for
this which perhaps‘are not necessary here. ‘The sum required
for this object would not exceed one hundred dollars.
IT would also recommend all persons who are using water in
greater or less quantities, in case of a fire, to stop its use,

as it diminishes the power of the hydrants.
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The necessary appropriations for the coming year for ordinary expenses, need be no more than for the past year.
For the Expenses and Financial Report of the Department
see elsewhere in City Report, under’ expenditures.
All of which is respectfully submitted,

VIRGIL

A. WRIGHT,
Chief Engineer.

REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR.
To the Honorable City Councils :
The following persons have been helped up to December ly
1874, and are chargeable to paupers off the Farm:

John Buckley,
David E. Ellis, sent to Deaf and Dumb Asylum at

$13

Hartford,

Eben Cheney,
Mrs. H. H. Marsh,

Geo. K. Clasby,
Win. Ruffle,
E. 8S. Greenwood,

James Foley,
J. W. Rumwill,

Chapany,
Abijah Weatherbee,
For burial Miss Page,
Mrs. C. Cary,
John Ryan,
Mrs. O’Donnell, Dr. Twitchell’s bill,

at
Wi
35.
$305 61

County Paupers.
Thomas Keaton,

Mrs. Roswell Taylor,
For burial Mrs. Joseph Hayden,
Welcome Leonard,

Augustus Busky,
Robert Reed,

John Barney,
Mrs. McLaughlin,
C. Shehan,
John A. Smith,
Joseph Hall,

Charles Wright,

50
00
00
00
50
00
89
25
75
75
10
10

T1
Gabriel Rock,
EK. W. Palmer,
Joseph Lemere,
Mrs. Nolan,
Arba Kidder,
Mrs. J. Ryan,
S. O. Gates, order,

33
26
14
16
2
27
2
21
6
21
2
20
1
3)
26

Mrs. Whelton,

Mrs. John O’Neil,
Mrs. Donovan and Children,
John Pickett,
Mrs. Tooey and Children,
George Wilson,
Joseph Davan,
Mrs. Haskins,

$417 22
Received from County Commissioners,

$377.22.

[For report of City Farm see report of Committee on Finance.|
Respectfully submitted,

JOS. WHITNEY,
HORACE ADAMS,
LUTHER

FAIRBROTHER,

D. W. COMSTOCK,
SUMNER WARREN.

Overseers of the Poor.

.-

REPORT OF CITY CLERK.
KEENE,

December

1, 1874.

To the Honorable City Councils :
|
I beg leave to submit the following report of receipts of
this office for rents and licenses, from May 5 to Dec. 1, 1874:

From $8. Wadsworth, rent,
CG

ee

es
AHS

$300 00
2 00
(i)
250. 00
2 00
~15
250 00
2 00
75
225 00
2 00
75
2 00
79
10 00
30 00
5 00
5 00
5) 00
5 00

water rates,

interest on water pipe,
& Hardy, rent,
water rates,

3
interest on water pipe,
A. H. Grimes, rent,
ne

water rates,

4:

interest on water pipe,
E. Burr & Co., rent,
a

water

rates,

iH
interest on water pipe,
S. Babcock & Son, water rates,
Ps
*¢ interest on pipe,
Knowlton & Stone, rent of land,
Ben Maginley’s Circus, for license,
_ Hayward Bros., license,
New Orleans Minstrels, Hen se
Mr. Zera,
Black Fiend,
of

$1,098 75
Paid H. Adams, for water rates, City Hall building,

Balance deposited with Treasurer,

13 50

$1,085 25

Very respectfully,

HENRY

S. MARTIN,

City Clerk.

13

REPORT OF CITY MESSENGER.

To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen :

I have the honor to submit my report as City Messenger
from May 15 to December 1, 1874.

Rent of City Hall for month of May,

$ 5 00

June,

23 00

July,
August,
September,
October,

ol
58
29
65

66

66

66

00
00
00
00
111 00

November,

$342 00

Paid City Treasurer,
Cash on hand,
‘¢

334 90
6 00
1 10

For Incidentals,

$342 00
Yours Respectfully,

SAM’L

H. KIMBALL,
City Messenger.

10

14

WOODLAND

CEMETERY.

To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen :
In accordance with the provisions of Section 3 in the Ordinance relative to Woodland Cemetery, I submit the following
report for the financial year ending Nov. 30, 1874:
Received for lots,

$137 00

Paid for work in Cemetery,

|

$32 30

D. Buss, for lumber for rack in tombs,
Arba Kidder, for work in tomb,
S. Wadsworth, for work and nails,
a
for fixing fountain,

os

» 82
1 00
1 00
ea

superintending and collecting, 21 00
$ 62 22
$74 78

Deposits and interest in Savings Bank,
Deposited Dec. 1, 1874,

$2,758 38
70 00

In my hands,

4 78

Balance in favor of the Cemetery,
SETH

LIQUOR

$2,833 16

WADSWORTH,
Superintendent.

AGENCY.
Krrne, December 1, 1874.

Amount of liquor purchased since March 1, 1874,

$232 76

Amount of liquor sold since March 1,

$327

75

$639

18

|

Amount on hand,
Number of sales, 774.

LYMAN

GAY,

Agent.
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REPORT OF CITY MARSHAL.
|

Kerene, Nov. 30, 1874.

‘To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City

of Keene:

GENTLEMEN:
I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the number of police arrests, from the organization of the City Government up to December 1, 1874.
Drunk and Disorderly,
Larceny,
Safe Keeping,
Murder,

69
6
2
2

Total,

79
DISPOSED

OF

BY

POLICE

Sentenced for 26 days,
66

66

«6

‘¢

16

1

66

1

3 months,

2

Bound over to higher Court,
Total,

COURT.

2
:

6

You will see that I have caused but avery small proportion
of those arrested to be brought before the police court, from
the fact that most of them were for first offence, and also that
most of them were penniless.
Rather than to cause a needless
expense to the city, Ihave let them off by paying jail fees,
which about one-half have paid, the balance having nothing to
pay with.
C. F. HOLTON,
City Marshal.
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REPORT

OF THE CITY SOLICITOR.

To the Hon. Horatio Colony, Mayor of the City of Keene:

Str: As far as is known to this office, the following are the
only cases now pending in any court in which the City of
Keene is a party, or in which it has any interest. And the
only one of considerable importance is the action of Charles
R. Hardy, now on review in behalf of the City. The action
was originally entered in court at the April term, 1872, and
was brought to recover damages which the plaintiff claimed.
against the Town of Keene for personal injuries resulting to
him from

a defect,

or obstruction,

of Beaver

street.

The

action was tried by a jury at the October term, 1873, which
returned a verdict of $3,750 in favor of the plaintiff. The’
agent and counsel of the Town took several exceptions to the
rulings of the court during the trial, which were transferred
to the Law Term, where they have been overruled and judgment ordered on the verdict, which has been paid.
‘The
review was based on two grounds, which were fully approved
by those whose position gave them the means of forming a
reliable opinion, and in whose judgment the public have great
confidence.
The grounds were these: first, that on all the facts connected with the accident, the City is not liable for damages;
and second, that if liable at all, it must be but for a small
amount, and that $3,750 was excessively high and ought to
be greatly reduced.
At the last term of our Circuit Court, the petition of William A. Wilder and others was entered, asking for a new
highway, commencing near his present residence in Gilsum
and running in a southeasterly direction to the new. Gilsum
road at ‘‘ the old Bridge place” in Keene.

R

TT

There was also entered
by James B. Elliot from
City authorities in laying
These two cases were
ers, who will be likely to

of our court.

at the same term an appeal taken
the assessment of damages by the
out Elliot street.
referred to the County Commissionact upon them before the April term

Respectfully,

|

F. F. LANE, City Solicitor.
December 1, 1874.

|

18

REPORT

OF THE BOARD

:

OF HEALTH.

To his Honor the Mayor, and Boards of City Councils?
GENTLEMEN :—The Health Commissioners have but little to
report that,it would be proper to particularize.
We heard about twenty -complaints, setting forth various
grievances, all of which have received our attention, most of
which arose from neglect of owners or occupants of premises,
such as faulty sink drains, &c., and were corrected after the
‘Board had requested, and called their attention to the City
“Ordinances.
Complaint was made of the drain on Vernon street as being
dangerous to health, it being uncovered for some distance, and
the only outlet for numerous water-closets.
The difficulty
‘cannot be corrected permanently without the expense of a
well covered drain, which we did not feel justified in building,
but caused the old one to be cleaned, affording partial temporary relief.
}
The drain or sluggish brook in the vicinity of Emerald and
Ralston streets, came in for its share of complaints, but the
nature of the ground makes it difficnlt to very materially improve it.
Loud complaint was made by parties living near the open
drain from the tannery on West street. After looking it over
carefully, we concluded that no permanent relief could be effected without a considerable expense in drains; we accordingly passed the subject over to your committee on drains and
sewers.
sae
We have endeavored to show due respect to all complaints.
Most of them were eminently proper, while some again reminded us of the old story that ‘‘we see the mote &c.”; but
until the City constructs adequate sewers to receive the increasing amount of waste, we may expect an additional
amount of annoyance under this head..
Respectfully submitted,
JESSENIAH KITTREDGE,
NELSON MORSE,
OBED G. DORT,
Board of Health.
Keene, Noy. 30,1874.
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REPORT

OF

POLICE

JUSTICE.
~

To the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Keene:
The Police Justice submits the following report:
Twenty-seven civil actions have been entered in the Police
Court of this City since its commencement, May 25, 1874.
During the same time there have been arraigned before the
Police Justice thirty-eight persons charged with offences as
follows:
Murder,
Rape,

Placing obstructions on railroad,
Burglary,
Larceny,
Assault,

Selling liquor,
Keeping liquor for sale,
Intoxication,
Letting premises for sale of liquor,
Selling mortgaged property,
Indecent exposure,
_ Being a runaway and stubborn,
These cases were disposed of as follows:
Sentenced to pay fines (or imprisonment in some cases),
Ordered to recognize to appear at (County Court),
Discharged,
;
Dismissed or nol prossed,
Sentenced to Reform School,
Sentenced to jail,
Amount
For the
For the
Amount
For the
For the

of fines imposed,
County,
City,
fines collected by Justice,
County,
City,

$99
30
69
36
10
26

DOD
bD
poe
et
feed
peed
Pet
bt
be
DS
bo
6)
6

12
15
2
6
ye

2
00
00
00
00
00
00

In all the above cases in which fines have been imposed
and not paid to the Justice, alternative sentences have been
awarded of a number of days’ imprisonment in jail equal to
the number of dollars of fine and costs in each case, the prisoner being allowed one dollar for each day of such imprisonment in discharge of such fine and costs; having the right at
any time to be discharged upon payment of the balance of
such fine and costs to the jailer.
EK. FARRAR, Justice.

